SUCEAVA COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR TOURIST INFORMATION AND PROMOTION 


RURAL TOURISM IN BUCOVINA 


Suceava - 2013 


Free yourself from the stress of everyday urban life! 


Spend your holiday or weekend break in a pleasant and relaxing way! 


Escape the bustle and pollution of the big cities! 


Return to Romanian civilization origins! 


Come in Bucovina and experience the authentic country life! 


WHAT DOES THE BUCOVINA VILLAGE OFFER YOU? 


e Outstanding natural environment 

- Beautiful and diverse landscapes 

e Vestiges and monuments 

- Museums and memorial houses 

e Local traditional architecture 

- Customs and traditions, folklore, cultural events 

e Leisure, rest and relaxation 

e Local gastronomy 

- Hospitable people 

- Traditional and modern tourist accommodation facilities 


: SUCEAVA AREA 


Rural settlements 


SUCEAVA TOURIST MAP 


Tourist attraction in the rural area 
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SUCEAVA AREA 


Rural settlements 


i NATURAL LANDSCAPE 


NATURAL LANDSCAPE 


Geographical location: in the Fastern part of Suceava 
County, nearby the center of Suceava Plateau 

Landforms: plateaus, hills, plains, valleys and wet meadows 
(Suceava Plateau, Dragomirna Plateau, Fálticeni Plateau, 
Liteni Depression, Siret and Suceava valleys) 

Climate: moderate continental, cold air, clear sky, frost and 
blizzards in winter, dry and hot air in summer time 

Hydrography: Siret, Suceava, Somuzul Mic and Somuzul 
Mare Rivers and their tributaries: Hantesti, Grigoresti, 
Sálágeni, Dragomirna, Scheia, Solonet, Racova brooks 
etc; fish farms on the upper Somuzul Mic (Ipotești, 
Bosanci) and Somuzul Mare (Vornicenii Mari) and the 
lakes on Dragomirna, Mitoc and Strámbu brooks 

Vegetation: deciduous trees (oak, beech, maple, hornbeam, 
linden, elm, hazel, dogwood, horn etc.) and meadow 
vegetation (willow, poplar, alder and herbaceous plants) 

Fauna: animals (bear, marten, wild boar, fox, deer, rabbit, 
hamster, ground squirrel, field mouse), birds (eagle, 
partridge, magpie, owl, woodpecker, nightingale, 
cuckoo, tits, jay, starling, blackbird, wren, swift, pheasant, 
stork), fishes (broad snout, chub, carp, barbel, Prussian 
carp, perch, pike) 


- Protected Trees: Ginkgo Biloba and Red Beech in 
Dármánesti and Scheia 

- The „Dragomirna Beech Woods” Reservation 
(134.80 ha) in Mitocu Dragomirnei common with 
natural secular trees in 9796 of the forest, aged 90-110 
years; 


- ,Crujana Oak Woods" Reservation (39.40 ha) in 
Pátráuti common, it is important for the oak's quality 
and beauty; 


- The „Ponoare Secular Grass-lands” Flower 
Reservation (24.50 hectares) in Cumpárátura village 
(Bosanci common), on Strámbu Hill with a rare flora: 
thimble, allheal, yellow clover, iris, white dittany, the head 
of the serpent, yellow bedstraw; 


-—— 


- The „Frumoasa Secular  Grass-lands" Flower 
Reservation (9.5 ha), in Frumoasa village (Moara 
common) on the hill La Pietris with rare flora species: wild 
garlic, pasqueflower, dwarf hyacinth, iris steppe, violets 
and sand sedge; 


ANTHROPOGENIC LANDSCAPE 


Suceava settlements: villages (scattered on the valleys, 
in the hilly regions), some of them having an organized 
aspect (grouped in caved spaces) 

Documentary attestation: 1403 (Veresti) - 1803 
(Fântânele) 

Population — „ethnic and religious mosaic”: Romanians, 
Ukrainians, Russian-  Lipovens, Polish, Germans, 
Hungarians and Gypsies of Orthodox religion, Roman- 
Catholic, Pentecostal, Adventist, Baptist, Old Christians, 
Evangelists 

Traditional architecture: 

— agro-pastoral households, built from a wooden frame 
with empty spaces covered in a mixture of clay, straws 
and manure, as well as from wood, with rooms to shelter 
the animals and deposit the forage or with extra rooms 
to keep the harvest and the farming tools; 

- the simple and elegant ornament of the old houses, 
gates and their annexes appears as notches or cuts 
on the logs and the beams or is given by the effect 
produced by the joining of the beams at their ends or 
some other times by their tips pointing out in the shape 
of a console. 


Architectural Monuments 


,Saint Demetrius" Wooden Church (The Old Church) 
from Adáncata 
Situated in the center of the village, the Old Church 
was built in the 18" century. Built on a stone base, it 
was made of wooden beams joined in a dovetail shape 
and in horizontal crown-shape joined beams. It has a 
rectangular plan, with an Eastern polygonal altar, unique 
in Suceava. 


„Saint Nicholas" Wooden Church from Bánesti, Fântânele 
Situated in the old cemetery, the church was 
built in 1706, in Byzantine style, with Renaissance 
influences. Built on a river stone base, its walls are 
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made of horizontal oak beams, carved and joined in 
dovetail shape and its roof is made of shingles. The 
inside walls were painted in 1747 using the tempera 
technique, the painting being renovated in ochre, in 
1826. In the cemetery surrounding the church there 
was buried Paraschiva lurascu, poet’s Mihai Eminescu 
grandmother. 


wane 
Demetrius" Wooden Church from Adancata 


„Saint Nicholas” 
Wooden Church from Banesti 


,The Entrance in the Church of the Mother of God" 
Wooden Church from Mănăstioara, Udesti 
Situated in the village cemetery, the church was built 
in the 18^ century. According to the tradition, after the 
tragedy from Reuseni (the killing of the ruler Bogdan the 
2™ — the father of Stephen the Great - by his brother, Petru 
Aron), the young Stephen was hidden in the Pláválar 
forest, in the hollow of an oak, from its wood being 
then built the church which is surrounded by a monks 
hermitage. The oldest certain information regarding the 
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church date from 1762 and 1775, its building suffering 
several changes along the passing of the time. 

Having a triconch plan, the apse of the altar unhooked and 
the lateral apses polygonal, the church has a veranda, an 
altar, a nave and a narthex. During the building of the 
tower's bell, new bells were made with the date and the 
name of the donors on them. 


„The Entrance in the Church of the Mother of God" Wooden Ch uirch 
from Manastioara fp^ 


„The Exaltation of the Cross" Church from Pătrăuți 
Built by Stephen the Great in 1487, the church is the 
smallest in proportions from all the rulers buildings and 


the only one destined to be a nuns' monastery. The inside 
painting, dating from the ruler time, without changes, can 
be seen on the West wall having a unique iconographic 
composition; the scene The Emperor Constantine the 
Great's Cavalcade catches the tourist's eye. The exterior is 
decorated with brick rows and faded arcades, and on the 
West part there is painted the scene of the Final Judgment. 
Presently, the church is a U.N.E.S.C.O. monument. 


„Saint Elijah” Church from the village bearing the same 
name, from Scheia 
Situated 1.5 km from Suceava, it was built by Stephen the 
Great in 1488. The church's plan is triconch, with a tower on 


the nave, with a semicircular altar, a nave with lateral 
apses and a narthex. The church has an inside wall 
and a tower bell. The inside painting made during 
the reign of Stephen the Great was renewed during 
the 17^ century. Painted in an exceptional way, the 
votive painting presents Stephen together with his 
family. The royal icons were made in 1708 in Moscow. 


E " 


The Emperor Constantine the Great's Cavalcade, Pátráuti Church 


Dragomirna Monastery from 

Mitocu Dragomirnei 
Situated 15 km from Suceava, Dragomirna Monastery is 
one of the most representative architectural creations 
from Moldavia. Built by the metropolitan scholar Anastasie 


Dragomirna Monastery 


Crimca and the great chancellor Lupu Stroici during 
1608-1609, the church celebrating The Pentecost has a 
rectangular plan, elongated, without lateral apses and it 
has a polygonal veranda. The exterior catches the tourist's 
eye through the blade-shape the church has, when 
being seen on a longitudinal axes. The exterior ornament 
comprises a series of sculpted elements (rosettes, stars, 
diamonds), which make an astonishing embroidery. In 
the middle part, a spiraled belt splits the building in two. 
The inside painting is another innovative element, through 
the new concept in the choice and tackle of the themes, 
and their achievement related to the iconographic and 
miniature art. 

The Museum of the monastery preserves miniature 
manuscripts, mostofthem being made bythe metropolitan 
Anastasie Crimca, liturgical vase coverings from the 16" 
century, a locked Gospel Book from 1557, a locked ebony- 
wood cross from 1542, gold and silver thread garments. 


Other Cultural Sights of Tourist Interest 


Hagigadar Monastery in Bulai village, Moara common 

Situated at about one kilometer south of Suceava, on the 
road leading to Fălticeni is also known as The Wish Fulfiller. 
According to the tradition, those who climb the hill of the 
monastery on their knees and circle the monastery three 
times in a row, still on their knees, will fulfill their wishes. 


Founded in 1512 by the Armenian Drágan Danovachian, 
initially functioned as a convent for nuns. The church 
dedicated to the Assumption of Mary is rectangular with 
semicircular apse to the east. The nave is wide in order to 
make room for the three altars required in the Armenian 
cult when officiating a service. The church underwent 
several restorations in the XVII" century and a restoration 
in 1896, when the oil painting inside was made. The 
enclosure wall was built along with the monument. 
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Rural settlements 


The Museum of Volunteer Firefighters in Bosanci 

Little known to the public, the museum functions in 
the current Civil Firefighters Formations in Bosanci. The 
cars and various devices, the documents and images 
collection present more than a century of activity specific 
to the firefighters in Suceava. 


,The Bucovina Priest's House" Museum in Pátráuti 


Located next to the church in Pătrăuți, the museum is 
made in the parish house built in the early nineteenth 
century in brick and stone. Opened in the summer of 
2007, the museum reconstructs the atmosphere of the 
period in which the priest Constantin Morariu lived, 
who, alongside Porumbescu was imprisoned because 
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Rural settlements 


of their active participation in the Arboroasa Movement. 
The ethnographic-religious collection includes furniture, 
household objects, religious and traditional vestments, 
cult objects, as well as a special collection about Easter in 
Bucovina. 


,Elgreco" Ethnographic Museum in Zaharesti, Stroiesti 
common 
Opened in the summer of 2012, the museum hosted an 
ethnographic collection which includes specific objects 
from Bucovina, the most important being: the collection 
of collars, unique in the country, the wedding chests 
from the Austro-Hungarian occupation or the collection 
of small spinning wheels from Bucovina, the old pots 
collection of black ceramics and a collection of old 
irons from Austria and Bucovina. It can also be seen an 
Armenian map from 1823, a church songbook from 1822, 
a painting with the heroes of the Independence War in 
1877, a collection of books and many works of art. 


,Eusebiu Camilar" Memorial House in Udesti 


Situated in the center of the village and opened in 1984, 
the memorial house is arranged in the house inherited 
by Eusebiu Camilar (1910-1965) from his parents and 
extended by the writer with another room and a porch. 
The exhibition arranged in three rooms hosts many objects 
that evoke the atmosphere in which the famous author 
lived and created its works of fiction, poetry and drama. 


Traditional Occupations 


Main occupations — practiced since ancient times: the 


cultivation of plants (wheat, millet, rye, barley, oats, 
beans, lentils, peas, flax, hemp, corn, potato, sugar beet, 
etc), animal keeping (cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, horses, 
poultry); 


Secondary occupations: hunting (high-value species: 


bear, deer, wild boar, wolf, fox, rabbit, ferret, marten and 


ducks, geese, pheasants etc), fishing (chub, broad snout, 
perch, barbel, gudgeon, bleak, belda and wels catfish in 
Steam water and carp, prusian carp, tench, eel, rudd, pike 
in stagnant waters), beekeeping (considered in the past as 
a noble occupation is still practiced today, but in modern 
conditions). 


Traditional Crafts 


Spinning and weaving: the flax, the hemp and the wool 


were spun into fine equal threads (used when making 
clothes and interior decoration textile) or thicker yarn 
(used when making bags, rags, sheets, tablecloths, 
kitchen towels); nowadays well known weaving 
craftsmen are in Moara and Veresti; 


Wood manufacturing: 
- carpentry: carpenter craftsmen built houses and 


household annexes, the most skilled were specialist in 
the construction of churches, inns, bridges and gates; 
nowadays carpentry is practice in Dármánesti and 
Udesti; 

furniture making: carpenter craftsmen used to make the 
main objects from a household such as tools: wooden 
plow, harrow, rake, fork, spade etc., means of transport: 
axle carriage, wooden hubs and rims, the sledge etc., 


household furniture: beds, benches, wedding chests, 
tables, chairs, dish shelves, etc; the appearance of 
semi-industrial products and serial furniture determine 
nowadays the visible decline of this craft; 


Blacksmithing: blacksmith craftsmen limited their work 


to the maintenance of the household tools and used to 
make, on demand, hardware products for tools, houses, 
churches, but they also dealt with the shoeing of draft 
animals; blacksmith and shoeing workshops existed 
until after the mid-twentieth century in Cálugáreni, 
Mánástioara, Zaharesti; 


im, 
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Fur coat making: is a craft specialized in the processing of 
leather (sheep, cattle, pig) and the making of household 
objects or pieces of clothing (belts, harnesses, shoes, 
coats, hats, fur vests); it was practiced both by men 
(Dărmăneşti, Bosanci) and women (Adâncata); because 
of its proximity to the city and skin serial products, this 
craft was lost. 


Craftsmen 


Dármánesti common: 
Dármánesti — wood carving: Gheorghe Ciubotaru, 
Gheorghe Mandiuc, Toader Paloniciuc; 


Mitocu Dragomirnei common: 
Mitocu Dragomirnei — ceramics decorative art, wood 
carving: Csukat losif / Stefan; 


Moara common: 

Moara — wood carving: Dumitras Gheorghiță, Stanciuc 
Arcadie; weavings, wool carpets: Rotaru Rafira; 

Moara Nicá — weavings, towels: Popovici Elena; 


Udesti common: 
Udesti — traditional folk masks: Petrisor Mihai; 
Chiliseni — traditional folk masks: Ostrovan Vasile; 


Veresti common: 

Veresti — weavings, traditional coverlets: Hutanu Paraschiva; 
coverlets: Balan Agurita, lvancov Eva; fur caps: Gheorghe 
Constantin, Roman Matei. 


Traditional Customs 
Calendar customs 


+ Winter holidays customs 

Saint Andrew (the 30" of November) — day preceded by the 
night of the spirits, when the magic is particular (spells, 
predictions etc); 

Saint Nicholas (the 6^ of December) - Saint Nicholas is a 
wise and calm character, who helps the widows and the 
orphans, facilitates the marriage of poor girls and brings 
toys to the children; 

The Ignatius ofthe Pig (the 20" of December) - the day when 
pigs are sacrificed; 

The Christmas Eve (the 24^ of December) - preparation 
of the Christmas Eve meal and the tradition of caroling 
(tradition followed by the children, groups of youths and 
then by the elderly householders who sustain it through 
the Epiphany); 

The Christmas Day (the 25" of December) - the Star caroling 
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and the caroling of the "Irozi^ a popular-religious form 
of theatre practiced by small groups of people, dressed 
in biblical characters (The Emperor Irod, the Magus 
Balthazar, Gaspar and Melchior, the Angel, the Shepherd); 
The New Year - masks plays (the goats, the bears, the 
horses, the hirelings, the emperors, the wedding, the 
“punghieri’- rebellious gendarmes), the plow saying; 


exceptional pieces of props can be found in Bosanci, 
Scheia, Moara, in the Group of Emperors; the dance 
of the horses can be found in Dumbráveni, Sálágeni, 
Siminicea, Stroiesti, Grigoresti, Zaharesti, Adâncata, 
Liteni; the play of the Wedding in Udesti, and the 
“Malanci” (groups of masked people) can be found 
in Udesti, Mihoveni, Şcheia, Sfântu Ilie; the theatrical 
bands (Band of Jianu, Bujor, Novac, Coroi) are found in 
Grigoresti, Hantesti, Berești etc; 


1% of January — "the Sowing" is done by the children who 
throw wheat seeds in houses and address the people 
good sayings of health and prosperity; 

The Epiphany — the procession of blessing the waters, the 
making of the ice Cross, sprinkling the households, the 
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orchards, the animals and the people with holy water 
(‘aghiasma’), sayings ("Chiralesa" translated "God Bless"), 
sounds or the making of ritual fires (Ardeasca). 


- Other celebrations along the year 
Being linked to the traditional occupations and closely 
related to the religious calendar, the majority of the holidays 
have a fixed date and the very important ones are during 
spring: 40 Martyrs (the 9^ of March, The Starting of plow), 
Saint George (the 23" of April, The Pastoral New Year), the 
Easter (the egg painting, the preparing of the traditional 
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meal, taking part at the Easter religious ceremony, the 
consecration of the Easter basket, the festive meal, but also 
the sound of the “toaca” at the churches, the bell ringing, 
the dyed egg bumping, the traditional second Easter day 
wetting, the making of the swings). 


The ceremonies along one’s life 


- The Birth — there are a series of rituals destined to protect 


the newborn from the evil's eye and from diseases, baptize 
and godfather customs, but also rituals during the holy 
bath; six months after the baptize, the baby is redeemed 
by the parents from the godfathers, by giving them bread 
and other presents; half a year from the birth, the baby 
has his forelock cut (this tradition is followed nowadays 
when the baby is one year old), moment when the family 
ceremony is organized. 


- The Wedding - important event, with multiple 


implications, it is a moment of happiness and party for 
the entire community; it comprises the following main 
moments: the proposal (small ceremony, with an exchange 
of gifts between the soon-to-be bride and groom and 
discussions about the dowry between the parents of the 
youngsters) and the actual wedding (the brides adorning 

he 

he 


and the groom's “shaving” , the groom's going to t 
bride with an escort, “the unlocking’ of the gate and t 
forgiveness asked by the bride and the groom from thei 
parents, going to the church, the religious ceremony, the 
wedding meal and the dancing, the “dezhobotat” (the 
taking-off of the brides veil); a day after the wedding the 
"uncrop; a ceremony where all the people who attended 
the wedding participate. 


a 


- TheFuneral- a ceremony whichtakes place along 3-4 days, 


where a series of customs and traditions are practiced after 
the death of a person: the covering or the turning towards 
the wall of all the mirrors inside the house, the bathing of 
the deceased (the ritual of the purification bath), the wake, 
the crying, the preparing of the doles and the adorning of 
the burial tree, the funeral procession, the actual burial; 40 


16 


days, six months from the burial and annually, until seven 
years from the burial, a series of commemorations and 
feasts take place to honor the memory of the lost one. 


Traditional Events 


Sevcenko and... the Collop Monday in Máritei — Sunday, one 
week before Lent, Dármánesti; 

"Easter in Bucovina" — March, April or Mai in all localities in 
Suceava area; 

The Festival of poetry and short fiction Fchoes of Udesti — 
June, Udesti; 

"The Wild Flower" Festival — the 20" of July, Scheia; 

Maritei's Dedication Day — the15" of August, Dărmănești; 

The Days of Bursuceni village — the15-16" of August, Veresti; 

The villages Feast — August, Bosanci; 

Veresti’s Feast — the 26" of October, Veresti; 

"Christmas in Bucovina" — December, in all localities in 
Suceava area; 

ScheiaS Dedication Day — the 6^ of December, Scheia; 

The Festival of customs and traditions from ancient times — 
the 31* of December, Udesti. 


Tourist Activities 


- Visits to all tourist sights and attractions in the area; 

- Pilgrimages to places of worship during religious holidays; 

- Participation in events and activities organized in the 
area; 

- Hunting, favored by the funds from Adancata, Mitocu 
Dragomirnei, Pátráuti; 

- Fishing in Siret and Suceava rivers, in Bosanci and Lipoveni 
lakes, as well as Bosanci, Dragomirna, Moara, Ipotesti, Liteni 
ponds, the main species found being: the pike, the catfish, 
the carp, the prusian carp, the perch, the rudd, the grass 
carp, the roach; 
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- Horse riding, cycling, swimming and other sports activities 
(football, tennis, basketball), carriage rides or sleigh rides, 
taking part in some household activities (the hay harvest, 
milking of the cows or sheep, gardening etc), picnics or 
peasant meals, spending evenings around campfires or 
cuisine tasting of the specific products within the peasant 
gastronomy in some accommodation structures in Suceava. 


Tourist Accommodation 
and Public Food Service 


Adancata common 
Adáncata — "Cáprioara" Hotel, 3 stars; 


Bosanci common 
Cumpárátura — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Helen”, 2 stars; 


Mitocu Dragomirnei common 

Mitocu Dragomirnei — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Mitocu 
Dragomirnei”, 4 flowers, Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Anca”, 
3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Prado”, 3 stars; 

Dragomirna — Toursit Guesthouse (Pension) "Dragomirna", 5 
flowers; 


Moara common 
Moara Nică — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Alessia", 4 flowers; 


Scheia common 

Sfântu llie -"Casa de Piatra” Motel, 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) “Maripet”, 2 stars; 

Scheia — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Santa Fe", 4 stars; 
“Conacul Domnesc" Hotel, 3 stars; "Polaris" Hotel, 3 stars; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Ambiance", 3 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Confort", 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse 

(Pension) "Melany", 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 

“ODN”, 3 flowers; "Bavaria" Hotel, 2 stars; "West" Hotel 2 stars. 
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Rural settlements : 


HUMOR TOURIST MAP 


Tourist attraction in the rural area 
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NATURAL LANDSCAPE 


Geographical location: the center of Suceava County, in 
the mountain and the plateau or hilly area 

Landforms: plateaus, depressions, hills and valleys (Obcina 
Mare, Obcina Humor, Moldova Valley from Suceava 
Plateau, Liteni-Moara Depression); 

Climate: mountain and plateau moderate continental, 


with cold air, frosts and blizzards in winter and dry and 
hot air in the summer 

Hydrography: Moldova River, with its tributaries: Humor, 
Suha, Voronet and Solca Solonet streams etc. 

Vegetation: mountain or hilly hayfields and grassland, 
deciduous forests (oak, beech, hornbeam) and conifers 
(spruce, fir, beech); 

Fauna: mammals (boar, deer, fox, deer, squirrel, and, in 
smaller numbers, bear, wolf, lynx, wild cat, ferret etc.), 
birds (magpie, chaffinch, cuckoo, rarely, raven, hawk, owl, 
long-eared owl etc), fish (minnow, barbel, belda, chub, 
trout); extinct or endangered species (mountain grouse, 
raven, lynx, huchen) 
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- Protect trees — the yew tree in Capul Câmpului, the secular 
oak in Botosana; 

- ,Slátioara Secular Forest" Reservation (1064.20 ha) on 
the eastern slope of Raráu mountain in Slátioara village, 
Stulpicani common with over 300 years spruce, fir, pine, 
yew and native plants (lady slipper, edelweiss, mouse-ear 
hawkweed); 


- ,lodirescu Mountain Grass-lands" Flower Reservation 
(38.10 ha) in Raráu Massive on the eastern slope of Todirescu 
mountain in Slátioara village, Stulpicani common; alpine 
grass-lands having a rich mountain flora, consisting of species 
dedared natural monuments like the Siberian garlic, the 
yellow puccoon, the houseleek and the Chinese rock spray. 
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Humor settlements: scattered villages, with a tendency 
of being dissipated towards the periphery (on the hills) 
or with a tendency of being gathered and organized (on 
the plateau) 

Documentary attestation: during 1414 (Partesti, 
Mănăstirea Humorului) - 1873 (Poieni Solca) 

The population - "ethnical and religious mosaic”: 
Romanians, Germans, Polish, Ukrainians, Hungarians and 
Gypsies of Orthodox, Roman-Catholic, Greek-Catholic, 
Pentecost, Adventist, Baptist, Evangelists Christians 

Traditional architecture: 

— households built entirely in wood, with rooms to keep 
the animals and to deposit the forage, in the mountains 
regions; wooden and other materials households (burnt 
and natural clay, stone, twigs) with rooms to keep the 
animals, to store the tools and the harvest in the plateau 
region; 

— a particular architectural element - the gazebo (the 
verandah), this one protecting the entrance of the old 
houses from the weather, being the place of some 
household activities and a place of rest for the workers; 

— the ornament of the old houses and its annexes is done 

by making a notch on the beams and the logs; some 
other time the ornament is made by the joining of the 
beams at their ends, some other time is made by the 
ends of the beams united under a console. 


Arhitectural Monuments 


Oanea Filaret House in Capu Codrului, Paltinoasa common 
Located nearby the center of the village, it is the oldest 
house in the area and is a testimony of the way people lived 
in the XVIII-XIX^ century. Built of wood, the house consists 
in an entrance hall and a living room that preserves much 
of the old interior architecture of the time. 


Gherasim Nastiuc House from Ostra (the 18^ century) 
Transferred to the Bucovina Village Museum from 
Suceava in 1978, this house built in “hutan” style differs 
from the rest of the surrounding houses through the 
building technique and its monumentality. The wooden 
beams are 0.60 cm thick and 14 m long and are cut in 
a semicircular profile, the round part being outside. 
This building impresses through its soberness but also 
through its elegance. 
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Leonte Boca House from Mănăstirea Humorului 
Being a type of building characteristic to the end of 
the 19^ century, the wooden house has three rooms: 
the porch and two rooms. The poles along the porch, 
decorated with cubic and pyramidal sculptures which 
alternate symmetrically on the vertical surface, raise the 
architectural value of the building. 


„St. Demetrius" Wooden Church in Botosana 

Built in 1810 by a team of carpenter craftsmen in 
Campulung Moldovenesc, the church has a triconch 
plan and is impressive through its greatness. The fir 
beams are carved and joined in the "dovetail" style 
and the cut endings are in a "horse head" style. 
The pews in the nave are of a great value being 
decorated with carved geometric motifs (rosettes 
and diamonds). 
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,Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel" Wooden Church 
in Humoreni, Cománesti common 
Dating from the late eighteenth century, the church has 
a shaped ship plan. The polygonal narthex has the ceiling 
supported by cross beams. The nave is square shaped 
with symmetrical vaults. 
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„The Saint Voivodes" Wooden Church from Pârteștii de 


Sus, Cacica 

Built during 1779-1780, the church has atrefoil, elongated 
plan. The beams are four edges carved and joined in 
"dovetail" style. At the outside, the church catches the 
tourist's eye through the large eaves and through the 
decoration of the consoles. The end of the beams from 
the cornice, sculpted in the shape of a stylized snail is a 
unique architectural element in the entire Bucovina. 


Humor Monastery from the locality bearing the same name 


Built by the great chancellor Toader Bubuiog and his wife, 
Anastasia, in 1530, the monastery is among those medieval 
architectural monuments with valuable painted frescos, 
both on the inside and outside. The church celebrating the 
Assumption of Mary and Saint George was built from stone, 
in a triconch plan and it is decorated outside with rows of 
niches and elongated spaces, and the base is decorated with 
sculpted stones. Its painting was done in 1535 by a group 
of four painters, among which it seems to have been the 
royal painter Thomas from Suceava. The exterior painting is 
remarkable and it is characterized by the predominance of 
the red color. Though the North wall, facing the weatherproof, 
has a deteriorated painting, the South wall caches the eye 
through the Scene of the Siege of Constantinople, The Story of 
the Wasteful Son or The Life of Saint Hierarch Nicholas. 24 scenes 
present The Prayer List Hymn. The church is included in the list 
of the UUN.ES.C.O. monuments. 
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Other Cultural Sights of Tourist Interest 


The Roman-Catholic Church „The Assumption of Mary" 
(Basilica Minor) of Cacica 
Built in 1903-1904, on the place of an ancient wooden 
church dedicated to the Assumption of Mary (built 
in 1810), the Roman-Catholic church was declared a 
national sanctuary in 1997 and three years later was 
raised to the rank of Basilica Minor by Pope John Paul 
Il. Built in Gothic style, the raw brick church catches 
the tourist's eye through its size (50 m height) and 
numerous stone ornaments. Remarkable are the five 
stained glass windows of the presbytery and the two 
huge stained glass side windows from the transverse 
naves. 

Behind the church is the Grotto of Lourdes, built in 1936 
after the French model. Made in the Gothic style, has 
its depth and galleries built in the shape of a crescent. 

The pilgrimage from Cacica, relate to the Assumption of 
Mary, in August, the 15", are older than 100 years (the 
first pilgrimage took place in 1905) and annually attracts 
more than 20,000 believers at home and abroad. 
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„St. John the New" Church in Cacica 


Built in 1892-1896, the stone church is an exact copy, 
but at a smaller scale, of the Metropolitan Cathedral 
in Chernivtsi. Cross-shaped with side aisles and a 
semicircular apse with seven towers, the church is 
divided into porch, narthex, nave and altar. 


Cacica Salt Mine in the locality bearing the same name 
Built after the plan of the famous salt mine in Wieliczka 
(Poland), the old salt mine is transformed into a veritable 
underground museum at a depth of 50 m. Next to the 
chapel of St. Barbara, built in 1904 at a depth of 21 
m, stands out the bas reliefs' room, the underground 
saltwater lake of 38 m depth, unique in the country, 
as well as the celebration hall were dances were once 
organized, situated at a 44 m depth. Cacica salt mine is 
famous for its therapeutic benefits in the treatment of 
respiratory disorders. 


„St. Demetrius" Church in Ciprian Porumbescu common 


Builtin 1887 in Stupca village (today Ciprian Porumbescu), 
the church has a trefoil plan with a hexagonal tower above 
the nave. The iconostasis dates from the construction of 
the church. Icons were painted in 1843-1891 by the well- 
known painter Epaminonda Bucevschi from Chernivitsi. 
The interior painting was done in 1992 by the painter 
Nicolae Gávrilean from Gura Humorului. 


Around the church is the village cemetery where there 


are buried the great composer Ciprian Porumbescu 
(1853-1883), his father Porumbescu Heraclius (1823- 
1896) - priest and Romanian writer and other family 
members. 
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The Memorial Museum ,,Ciprian Porumbescu" in the 
locality bearing the same name 
Arranged in a building dating from the early nineteenth 
century, the museum presents important moments in 
the life and work of the famous Romanian composer, 
conductor and performer Ciprian Porumbescu. It 
includes genuine exhibits (his piano, cello, the violin's 
cover and wand of the composer), photographs, prints, 
posters, numismatic and philatelic pieces that remind of 


the well known music he composed during his short life: 
The ballad for violin and piano, The Romanian Rhapsody, 
the Anthem Union, Crai Nou operetta etc.. 


The Memorial House „Ciprian Porumbescu” in the locality 
bearing the same name 
Arranged in the only original annex of the ancient church 
house from Stupca (nowadays the locality is called Ciprian 
Porumbescu), which was inhabited by lraclie Porumbescu's 
family (the composer's father) during 1865-1883, the 
memorial house was opened in 1953. The exhibition 
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includes authentic pieces (objects that belonged to 
Porumbescu family), which reconstruct the atmosphere of 
the time in which the famous composer lived and created. 
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,The Birth of Mary, mother of Jessus" Church in Drágoiesti 
Built entirely from oak in 1818, the church lays on a river 
footstone. It has a cross shape with pentagonal apses 
and the roof is high, made of galvanized steel with a high 
steeple on the nave and three false towers on the porch, 
nave and altar. 


,The Sacred Heart of Jesus" Roman-Catholic Church in 
Poiana Micului 
Built in 1887-1894 with the support of Emperor Franz 
Joseph, who donated five hundred florini for its 
construction, the church was burned in 1944 and then 
rebuilt in 1964 by the Polish believers in Poiana Micului. 


, Vasile Boca" Village Museum in Botosana 
The ethnographic collection hosted by the museum 
contains objects specific to the area, including a liturgical 
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flag (vexillium), a collection of cattle bats with various 
ornaments, a traditional stove with oven, ceramic and 


wooden objects, costumes and various fabrics, pieces of 


antler. 


Traditional Occupations 


Main occupations — practiced since ancient times: the 
cultivation of plants in the plateau area (flax, hemp, wheat, 
barley, oats, buckwheat, millet, rye, clover, alfalfa, corn, 
potatoes, beets etc), animal keeping in the mountain 
area (sheep, lambs, goats, cattle, pigs, horses, poultry) 
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and forestry in the mountains and the plateau area. 


Secondary occupations: 
e mining: since ancient times in Pàártesti - Cacica (salt), 
Páltinoasa (calcareous sandstones), Ostra - Barnar (barite); 


nature harvesting: plants for food (nettle, lettuce, 
watercress, steve, mushrooms, thyme, rye), berries 
(strawberries, blueberries, raspberries, blackberries, 
lingonberries, fir and spruce buds, rose hips), plants 
used in folk medicine (chicory, dyer's greenweed, 
tutsan, bedstraw, thyme, wild garlic, sweet clover, St. 
John’s grass etc.); 

hunting: extinct species (bison, aurochs), endangered 
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species (mountain grouse, lynx, raven) species of high 
hunting value (bear, fox, wolf, deer, deer, rabbit); 

- fishing: extinct species (grayling, gudgeon, huck), 
species of fishing value (native trout, chub, minnow); 


- beekeeping: considered inthe past as anoble occupation, 


nowadays it is practiced in some households, each 
having from 20 to 40 hives, or even up to 100 hives; 


- coal processing: coal was produced since the Middle 


Ages; nowadays natural coal exploitation can still be 
made in Poiana Micului, Mánástirea Humorului, Plesa; 


- terpene making: preparing terpene (a grease made 


from birch bark, in order to keep the cart going off the 
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axles, the mills that operated on water, boats, ships 
or as ointment against the mange and wounds) was 
practiced extensively until the first half of the twentieth 
century, nowadays being just a flashback of old people. 


Traditional Crafts 


The processing of textile fibres: 

- spinning and weaving: the linen, the hemp and the wool 
were spinned in thin and equal threads, from which there 
were made clothes and textile decorations for houses; 
the thicker threads were used for making bags, carpets, 
bed sheets, table cloths, kitchen towels; presently well- 
known weavers are in Báláceana, Berchisesti, Botosana, 
Cacica, Capu Codrului, Mánástirea Humorului, Ostra, 
Păltinoasa, Pârteștii de Sus, Stulpicani; 

- sewing: this traditional technique is well kept today as 
well (especially in Balaceana), even though it is made 
on canvas bought from the market and not on the one 
made of linen or homemade hemp; 


Wood manufacturing: 

- carpentry: the carpenters had a very special social role 
in the community; experts in wood constructions and 
wood processing, they built houses, cellars, sheds, wells, 
wood churches and even interior pieces; 

- shingle making: to produce the shingle, used to cover the 
roof of the houses, spruce wood was used; nowadays 
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shingle making disappeared as a craft; 

- furniture making: a craft that came from carpentry, it 
consists of making interior furniture (beds, benches, 
tables, dowry chests, chairs, cupboards, swings, spoons 
closets, shelves, doors and windows); nowadays, the 
furniture makers from Mánástirea Humorului and Ostra 
produce furniture, but also useful household things 
(spoons, big spoons, other household objects, shepherd 
bats, folk music instruments); 

- wheel-making: once a very important craft, nowadays 
it disappeared, it meant making all the parts necessary 
for a cart (the wooden wheels, the hearse, the axle), but 
also making the carts, the sleighs, the well-wheels and 
farming tools (plows, harrows, rollers, scythes, rakes, forks); 
different kinds of wood were used, which needed to dry 
at least two-three years; 

- barrel-making: means producing the containers for 
keeping the liquids, cheese and the canned fruits (buckets, 
cuffs, barrels, tubs); nowadays barrel-making can still be 
found in Plesa, Poiana Micului, Mánástirea Humorului, 
Partestii de Jos; 


Leather processing: 

- fur coat-making: the skinners, as specialized craftsmen, 
appear in the Middle Ages and make more use of sheep 
and cow skin, and less of pork or horse skin; to adorn 
the vests and the waistcoats there was used venison 
fur also (polecat, marten, deer); nowadays fur coats- 
making is practiced in Capu Codrului, Corlata, Mánástirea 
Humorului; 

- old sandals-making: the sandals, made of cow and pork 
skin, are still made nowadays for certain occasions by 
the craftsmen who make belts in Cacica, Mánástirea 
Humorului; 


Blacksmiths craft: practiced from ancient times, having 
a variety of branches, the blacksmiths transformed the 
natural metal in plows, clamps, hitches for horses, reaps, 
hoes, hammers, chains, bars for windows, lock for carts, 
traps, hunting guns; nowadays blacksmiths, especially the 
ones from Ostra, make more complex locksmith work; 


Pottery-making: the oldest craft of all, it was practiced 
from Neolithic times; in Cacica and Páltinoasa there is 
made black unglazed ceramic, and in Páltinoasa and 
Partestii de Jos, red ceramic; nowadays pottery-making it 
is not so much practiced anymore; 


Ropes-making: craft once practiced in each village, 
nowadays lost; these craftsmen were making out of 
hemp, ropes for cows to be attached to the cart or thicker 
ropes to transport the hay; 


29 


The painting or dyeing the eggs: a craft practiced for 
Faster, it became along the passing of time a real art 
as a consequence of the intercultural influence of the 
"Hutzuli" population; the painted eggs are different from 
the dyed eggs through the decoration technique: the 
dyed eggs are the eggs which one has hard worked for, 
done with a hair brush in wax, and the painted eggs are 
done while they are warm, with fast dry Indian ink, by 
using the brush and the nib; traditionally, natural colors 
were used, obtained by extracting them from plants or 
some part of these (leafs, flowers, bark, root); nowadays 
this craft is practiced in Cacica, Gemenea, Ostra, Slátioara, 
Stulpicani, Mánástirea Humorului, the majority of the 
craftsmen using chemical substances from the market. 


Craftsmen 


Báláceana common: 

Báláceana - fabrics: Boca Maria; sewings: Ureche Floarea; 
wood carving: Buzilá Gheorghe, Rosca Avram, Rosca 
Dumitru; icons: Chindris Cecilia; 


Berchisesti common: 

Berchisesti — fabrics: Stefároi Paraschiva, Varvaroi Elena; 
brodery: Varvaroi Maria; 

Corlata — fur coat making: Hogea Arsinte, Piersic Dumitru 
Misu; 


Botosana common: 
Botosana — towels sewing: Boca lustina; 


Cacica common: 
Cacica — towels sewing: Andronic Constanta; wood carving: 
Parascan N. Viorel; saddlery: Glogovschi losif, Solcan Emil; 
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egg dyeing: Buliga Steluta, Cozmici Livia, Sfeca Verginia; 
Pártestii de Sus — towels sewing: Andronic Veronica; icon 
paintings: Harapu Ciprian; 
Solonetul Nou — wood carving: Baranovschi Gheorghe; 


Mánástirea Humorului common: 

Mănăstirea Humorului — fabrics: Buburuzan Maria, Cátuna 
Garoafa, Jucan Silvia, Jucan Valeria, Petenghea Maria, Vacari 
Floarea; fabrics, folk costumes: Andronic Vera, Corlátan 
Floarea, Hojbotá Veronica, Lommer Eleonora; wood carving: 
Buburuzan loan, Buburuzan Leonte, Micutari lon, Moldovan 
Virgil, Pascovici Simion; carpentry: Alexandrovici losif; fur coat 
making: Vichentie Blaga; wooden icons: Mayrek Bolek; 

Pleșa — carpentry. Alexandrovici Andrei, Alexandrovici Cazimir, 
Cuceac Anton, Maierek Stanislav, Moldovan lacob, Moldovan 
losif: 


Ostra common: 

Ostra — fabrics. Gemánar Paraschiva, Nastiuc Aglaia, Nastiuc 
Eleonora, Robaniuc Maria, Robaniuc Natalia; trellis: Bargovan 
Domnica; wood carving: Dochita Gheorghe, Flocea Timotei, 
Gemánar Ilie, Masichevici Viorel; spoon making: Gordei Pavel; 
blacksmith: Cosmatchi Leon, Dochita llie; egg dyeing: Flocea 
Marioara; 


Paltinoasa common: 

Paltinoasa — fabrics, folk costumes: Hapciuc Ecaterina; 

Capu Codrului — towels sewing: Blaga Valeria, Pádure Profira; 
fur coat making: Bosca Damaschin, Oanea Orest; 


Partestii de Jos common: 
Pártestii de Jos — carpentry. Solcan Nicolae; 


Stulpicani common: 

Stulpicani — fabrics: Flocea Eufrosina, Flocea Lidia, Flocea Silvia, 
Nacu Maria, Popa Profira, Silea Ana; folk costumes: Pituga 
Maria; wood carving: Flocea Gheorghe, Florescu Mihai loan, 
Nacu Gheorghe; egg dyeing: Droniuc Mihaela, Morosan 
Angela; glass painted icons: Cretu lulia; 

Gemenea - glass paintings, egg dyeing: Sauciuc Geanina, 
Sauciuc Genoveva; 

Slatioara — egg dyeing: Ursache Elena. 


Traditional customs 
Calendar customs 


- Customs from the winter holidays 
These are folkloric, musical and choreographic manifestations 
that happen between the 24^ of December and the 7^ of 
January. They are preceded by 40 days of Christmas Fasting, 
when the winter gatherings, the making of the groups of 
children and youth, the carols rehearsals, the cleaning and 
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adorning of the households take place. 

The Christmas Eve (the 24" of December) - the preparation of 
the Christmas Eve meal, the caroling (tradition followed by 
the children and then by groups of youths and householders, 
and even elderly until the Epiphany); 

The Christmas Day (the 25* of December) - the Star caroling 
and the caroling of the "Irozi" a type of folk-religious theatre 
practiced by small groups of youngsters, dressed in biblical 
characters (The Emperor Irod, Balthasar, Gaspar and Melchior 
shepherds); the tradition of the ,Irozi" and the star caroling is 
found in Mánástirea Humorului, Ostra, Capu Codrului; 

The New Year- one of the moments fully governed by customs 
and traditions: traditional masks games (the bears, the goats, 
the bucks, “bunghieri”- rebellious gendarmes, the graybeard 
andthe old woman, the Gypsies, the merchants, the doctors, 
the devils), and the sayings (the Plow); groups of people that 
dress as Goats are in Ostra and Stulpicani, "The Hay Bear" is 
in the localities from the center of Humor area, the most 
well-known people that dress as The Horses are in Botosana, 
the most impressive ceremony of the Buck is in Corlata, 
the groups of youngsters that dress as Novac, Darie, Gruia 
and Jianu are in Mánástirea Humorului, Páltinoasa, Capu 
Codrului, Botosana, Berchisesti, Pârteștii de Sus, Báláceana; 
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the 17^ of March, the New Apiarian Year), "Blagovistenia" - The 
Blessing (on the 25" of March), Saint George (on the 23" of April, 
the New Pastoral Year), The Easter (the painting of the eggs, 
the preparing of the traditional meal, participating at the Holy 
Resurrection Ceremony, the consecration of the Faster basket, 
the traditional meal, the chopping at the church, the bells, the 
painted eggs bumping, the getting wet of the second day of 
Faster, the village ball); 

- the Summer holidays comprise: The Whitsuntide — ‘Rusalii 
(celebrated 50 days after Easter), “Sanzienele” (on the 24^ of 
June), Saint Elijah (the 20^ of June), The Village celebration 
(linked to a religious celebration which patronizes the village), 
Saint Mary (the 15^ of August); 

- the Autumn holidays include: Saint Mary (on the 8^ of 
September), The Cross Day (on the 14^ of September), The 
Great Friday (on the 14^ of October - holiday known as the 
Wedding ofthe Sheep, being linked to the Christian ceremony 
of Saint Parascheva), “Samedru’” (or the autumn "Mosi" on the 
26^ of October); 

- the Winter holidays include: Saint Andrew (on the 30^ of 
November, day preceded by the night of the ware wolves, 
when the magic is special, full of spells and predictions), Saint 
Nicholas (on the 6" of December, Nicholas being a calm and 
wise person, who helps the widows and the orphans, helps 
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The 1° of January — "the sowing’, done by the children who 
throw cereal seeds in houses and address the people best 
wishes of health and fortune; 

The Epiphany — ceremony in which the waters are sacred, an 
ice cross is made, the households are sprinkled with holy 
water (aghiasma), so are the orchards, the animals and the 
people, the sayings (Chiralesa), noises are made to chase 
away the bad spirits and ritual fires are lit (Ardeasca). 


- Other holidays along the year 
Closely linked to the traditional activities and related to the 
religious calendar, the holidays are predominantly fixed and 
comprise a series of different customs and traditions, rituals 
and religions: 

- the Spring holidays include: the 40 Martyrs (on the 9^ of 
March, considered as the New Agricultural Year), “Alexiile” (on 


the poor girls to get married and brings gifts to the children); 
The Pigs “Ignat” (on the 20^ of December, the day on which 
the pig is sacrificed). 


The ceremonies along one’s life 


- The Birth — there are a series of rituals destined to protect 
the newborn from the evil eye and from diseases, baptize 
and godfather customs, but also rituals during the holy bath; 
six months after the baptize, the baby is redeemed by the 
parents from the godfathers, by giving them bread and other 
presents. 

- The Wedding - comprises the following main moments: 
the proposal (usually on Thursday or Sunday), discussions 
(regarding the economic aspect, that take place in the brides 
house), the engagement (a little ceremony during which the 


+ The Funeral — comprises customs and rituals preceding the 
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bride gets the faith ring) and the actual wedding (the groom 
goes to his godfathers house, then he goes to the brides 
house to give her presents, the bride is dressed, a special dance 
forthe dowry is made, the bride and groom ask for forgiveness 
from their parents, then they go to the church where the 
religious ceremony takes place, they drink the sweet cup" and 
offer each-other presents, the bride is undressed of her veil); 
three days after the wedding a small ceremony takes place 
"intorcatura"where the godfathers - the spiritual parents of the 
bride and groom - are the special guests. 


death (the deceased's wake, the death's preparations), but 
also customs and traditions done after the death: the bath 
of the deceased, the wake, the crying, the adornment of the 
funeral tree, the funeral procession, the burial (the one using 
the horn is done in Stupca, Stulpicani, Mánástirea Humorului, 
Páltinoasa); 40 days, six months and annually, until seven years 
after the funeral, a series of remembrance ceremonies and 
feasts are made to honor the memory of the lost one. 


Traditional events 


The Folklore Festival and Contest “Treasures of the Romanian soul" — 
March, Valea Moldovei; 

"Easter in Bucovina” — March, April or May, in all localities in Gura 
Humorului area; 

The Folklore Festival and Contest "Ireasures of the Romanian soul" 
— April, Tociresti; 

The household’ ball — the last week before Easter Lent, Botosana; 

The Householders’ Ball — the second day of Easter, Valea Moldovei; 

"BucovinaS Round Dance" — May, Bucsoaia (Frasin); 

The European Festival of Arts “Ciprian Porumbescu" — May-June, 
Ciprian Porumbescu; 

"Pilgrim in Bucovina" — the 14-15" of August, the Roman-Catholic 
Church“The Assumption of Mary’, Cacica; 

The Folk Festival “Dor bucovinean" — the third Sunday in August, 
Botosana; 

The Festival “The Miners Day" — August, Cacica; 

The Meeting of the “Sons of the Village" — August, Báláceana; 

“The Harvest Day" Festival - September 11, Solonetul Nou Cacica; 

Winter Customs and Traditions — the 24 — 25^ of December, Valea 
Moldovei; 

“The Fir-tree" Festival - December 26, Partestii de Sus, Cacica; 

“The Winter Holidays" Festival - December 26 to 31, Berchisesti; 

Porniti plugul, Feti Frumosi — the 27^ of December, Todiresti; 

"Ihe households ball" — December 27, Partestii de Sus, Cacica; 

"Christmas in Bukovina" — December, in all localities in Gura 
Humorului area; 

‘Customs and traditions from ancient times" — December, 
Stulpicani. 


Tourist Activities 


- Visits to all tourist sights and attractions in the area; 
- Pilgrimages to places of worship during religious holidays; 
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- Participation in events and activities organized in the 
area; 
SPA and relaxation at: 
The treatment resort “Virgil Sahleanu" from Cacica 
Situated near Cacica Salt Mine, the treatment resort within 
the Cultural Tourism Complex “The House of Nationalities” 
offers to all the tourists a physiotherapy room, a salt 
water swimming pool with jacuzzi, a massage room and 
physiotherapy equipment. It is functional throughout the 
year. 

The saltwater swimming pool in Cacica 

Situated near the access entrance in the Salt Mine, the salt 

water swimming pool is available only during the warm 

Season. 

Mountain hikings in the Obcinile Bucovinei/Bucovina Hills, 

favored by the existing hiking trails in Poiana Micului; in the 

Rarău Massif, favored by the existing hiking trails in Slătioara; 

Hunting, favored by the hunting funds from Ostra, 

Stulpicani, Mánástirea Humorului; 

Fishing, practiced especially in the Moldova River and in 

Botosana and Mánástirea Humorului lakes; 

- Horse riding, cycling, swimming and other sports activities 
(football, tennis, basketball), carriage rides or sleigh rides, 
taking part in some household activities (the hay harvest, 
milking of the cows or sheep, gardening etc), picnics or 
peasant meals, spending evenings around campfires or 
cuisine tasting of the specific products within the peasant 
gastronomy in some accommodation structures in Gura 
Humorului area. 


Tourist accommodation 
and public food service 


Botosana common 
Botosana - Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Racova”, 2 flowers; 


Cacica common 

Cacica — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Domneasca”, 4 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension)"CasaNationalitátilor", 
3 stars; Rooms for rental "Casa Rita", 2 stars; 

Pártestii de Sus —“Martisorul” Hostel, 3 stars; 
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Capu Campului common 
Capu Cámpului — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Saveta", 
3 flowers; 


llisesti common 

Ilisesti "Han lligesti" Motel, 3 stars; Tourist Cottage "Isa", 3 
Stars; 

Brasca — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Brándusa", 2 flowers; 
Camping "Brándusa", 2 stars; 


Mánástirea Humorului common 

Manastirea Humorului — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Casa Bunicilor", 4 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Passiflora”, 4 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Elegance”, 4 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Floare de 
Colt", 4 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Párául Morii", 
4 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Andreea”, 3 stars; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Cráciun", 3 stars; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Maria", 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) "Maridor", 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Elim”, 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Maison de 
Bucovine”, 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Paradis", 
3 flowers; Tourist Cottage "Metropol", 3 stars; Tourist Cottage 
"Valentina", 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Alex", 2 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Gheorghitá", 2 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Cristiana", 2 flowers; 
Rural Guesthouse "Casa Ancuta", 2 flowers; Rural Guesthouse 
“Casa Laur", 2 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa 
Rodica", 2 stars; Camping "Cristiana", | star 


Partestii de Jos common 

Partestii de Jos -— Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa 
Bunicului", 2 flowers; 

Várful Dealului — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Poiana 
Bucovát", 4 flowers; Tourist Cottage "Diva", 3 stars; 


Poieni Solca common 
Poieni Solca — Rural Guesthouse "Casa Jucan", 2 flowers; 


Todiresti common 
Todiresti — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Simona", 3 flowers. 
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NATURAL LANDSCAPE 


Geographical location: the central-western part of 
Suceava County, in the mountain area 

Landforms: mountains, hills, depressions, valleys, terraces 
and holms (Raráu and Giumaláu Massifs, Bucovina Hills: 
Obcina Mare, Obcina Feredeului, and Obcina Mestecánis) 

Climá: moderate continental with long winters, lot of snow 
and cool and wet summers 

Hydrography: Moldova and Moldovita Rivers with their 
tributaries: Tutora, Orate, Sadova, Ciumárna, Dragosa etc. 

Vegetation: mountain grasslands and hayfields, deciduous 
forests (oak, beech, hornbeam) and conifers (spruce, fir, 
beech) 

Fauna: mammals (bear, wolf, wild boar, deer, rabbit, marten, 
wild cat etc), birds (mountain grouse, black grouse, hawk, 
owl etc.), fish (trout, grayling, barbel etc.) 


- „The Triassic limestones from Pârâul Cailor” 
Geological Reservation (0.1 ha) in Obcina Feredeului on 
Pardul Cailor, in Fundu Moldovei village, has a variety of 
red limestone, well known world wide, containing a rich 
Triassic fauna; 

- „The Aptychus layers from Pojorâta” Geological 
Reservation (1.0 hectares) in the northern part of the 
Raráu Massif, in Pojoráta common, with thin marl layers 
alternating with shales; 

- The Lucavei Keys (33.0 ha) is a geological and 
morphological reservation, situated in the eastern side of 
Mestecánis Obcini, in Moldova common, having walls of 


- ,The Secular Woods of Giumaláu 
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The Aptychus layers 
from Pojorata 


c . - 5r 


about 75 feet high with spruce, fir and rare flower species; 


- The Bats' Cave (6.0 ha) is a spelian and biospelian 


reservation in the Raráu Massif, Hághimis Mountain, 
in Pojoráta common, being the largest gravitational 
traction cave in the country that houses colonies of bats 
of community interest; 

au” Forest Reservation 
(309.50 ha) situated in the eastern part of the Giumaláu 
Massif, in Pojoráta common, with over 1300 years spruce, 
sycamore maple, aspen, blueberry, cranberry, juniper 
etc; 


- ,Rachitisul Mare" Forest Reservation (116.40 ha) 


situated in the eastern side of Mestecánis Obcini, in 
Breaza common, with pine, spruce, birch, cranberry, 
blueberry, willows, and many species of flowers; 


The Lucavei Keys 


- ,linovul Gdina” Forest Reservation (1.0 ha) in 


Mestecánis Obcini, in Moldova-Sulita common, with 
peat lands specific flora, dwarf birch and scots pine, the 
dominant tree. 
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ANTHROPOGENIC LANDSCAPE 


Campulung settlements: scattered villages (dissipated, 
along the valleys) with a tendency of being organized 
(on the Moldova valley) 


Documentary attestation: during 1409 (Vama) — 1863 
(Frumosu) 

Population: ethnical and religious "mosaic": Romanians, 
Ukrainians, Germans and Gipsies of Orthodox religion, 
Roman-Catholic, Greek-Catholic, Pentecost, Adventist, 
Baptist religion 

Traditional architecture: 

— households entirely made of wood, with rooms to 
keep the animals, the tools, the harness and the wood, 
destined for food storage and preparation; 

-a particular architectural element - the gazebo (the 
verandah) - an elongated part of the porch which 
embellishes the entrance and the entrance poles, richly 
decorated on each surface; 

- the ornament of the old houses and of some household 
rooms is made in the shape of a cut, made in the beams 
and the logs, or is made by the joining of the beams at 
their endings. 


Architectural Monuments 


“Saint Nicholas" Wooden Church from Colacu, Fundu 
Moldovei 


Built in 1800, on the place of an old church from which 
there is kept only the iconostasis, the church is made of 
fir tree wood beams, carved and joined in the “dovetail” 


technique. It has a triconch plan and it is made of a veranda, 
altar, nave and narthex. It is surrounded by a wooden fence, 
the entrance in the church yard being made through the 
bell tower raised in the South part. 


"The Ascension of God" Wooden Church from Vama 

Built in 1783, the church has a triconch plan, with the apse 
of the altar polygonal and unhooked and three rooms: the 
altar, the nave and the narthex. The nearby tower bell was 
built in wood, in 1787. Some interesting elements can be 
seen at the nowadays veil, dating from 1810. Presently, 
the church and the tower bell are in the Bucovina Village 
Museum from Suceava, where they were moved in 2001. 
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“Saint Nicholas” Wooden Church from Vama 

Situated in the village graveyard, the church was built in 
1796 in the center of the village, its moving being done in 
1937. Made from fir tree beams, carved in four endings and 
joined in the “dovetail” technique, it has a triconch plan and 
is grouped in altar, nave and narthex. The inside walls were 
painted, but parts ofthe painting are kept on the narthex and 
nave roofs. The geometrical ornaments and the zoomorphic 
stylizations are the particularities of this church. 


Moldovita Monastery from Vatra Moldovitei 
Founded by Petru Rares in 1532 and painted in 1537, the 
monastery is actually a fortress with high walls of 6 m and 
thick of 1.20 m, with towers in both corners of the facade 
and a tower gate. The exterior painting of the Annunciation 
Church attracts notice through its iconographic themes: 
JesseS Tree and the Prayer List Hymn with the scene the 
Siege of the Constantinople. The church is included in the 
U.N.ES.CO. heritage list. 

The church's museum presents religious objects, rare books, 
icons and two epitaphs from the time of Stephen the 
Great, an armchair attributed by tradition to Petru Rares and 
Ffrem's Psalter. Here is kept the Golden Apple, awarded by the 
International Federation of Journalists and Travel Writers. 


Other Cultural Sights of Tourist Interest 


The Village Museum from Moldovita 
The ethnographic collection hosted by the museum is a 
testimony of the culture and civilization of the Hutzuls 
who, even nowadays, still keep the ancient customs and 
traditions. 


The Museum of Painted Eggs "Lucia Condrea" in 
Moldovita 
With a total of over 5,000 exhibits, displayed on various 
topics, the museum bears the name of the artist who 
took over and developed the art of decorating the eggs. 
Made in different techniques, the painted eggs created 
by Lucia Condrea situate her in the world's top artists, 
her works being in the world's greatest museums, private 
collections and Royal homes etc. 
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The Ethnographic Museum from Paltinu, Vatra Moldovitei 
common 
Arranged in the local school, the museum has two rooms. 
In the first room one can find rustic furniture, wooden 
household items and pottery, icons and documents, while 
the second room reconstructs a traditional Hutzuls interior. 


The House-museum from Fundu Moldovei 
Built in the late twentieth century, as an ethnographic 
museum for Fundu Moldovei area, the house was 


transferred to the "Art of Wood" Museum in Campulung 
Moldovenesc and opened to the public in 1990. The 
construction is comprises a porch and three room 
presenting a specific inventory of wood and wool 
processing, as well as elements of the folk costume. 


“Nicorescu” House-museum from Vama 

Older than 200 years, the house was first documentary 
attested in 1889. Currently, the house is in the property 
of Nicorescu family and is arranged as an ethnographic 
museum which includes traditional furniture, household 
items, farming and pastoral tools, photographs and 
documents from the Austrian time. 
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“Dragos Vicol" Memorial House in Sadova 

Arranged in the house that belonged to the writer, the 
memorial house presents the atmosphere in which 
the author created. The study room includes antique 
furniture, photographs and some personal items of 
Dragos Vicol, and a small library. 


Other Tourist Attractions 


The narrow guage railroad train (mocánita) "Hutulca" 
from Moldovita 
The ride in a train with a steam or diesel locomotive on a 
scenic route from Moldovita to Argel, over 12 kilometers, 
is one of the unique attractions of Bucovina. The train 
operates on a narrow gauge railway, used from 1888 until 
2001 for the transport of timber. 


Lucina Stud from Moldova-Sulita common 
Situated about 50 km away from Câmpulung 
Moldovenesc, the stud specializes in raising the Hutzul 
horse race. With a herd of 60 mares and 5 stallions, the 


stud offers to anyone interested equine leisure, dressage, 
horse rides and carriage tours. 


Bucovina Village from Breaza 


Consisting of traditional houses of over 100 years old, 
or even two centuries old, the Bucovina village from 
Breaza provides optimal conditions for accommodation 
and catering. The houses are built of pine, carved and 
joined in the "dovetail" style and covered with shingle. 
The interiors follow the traditional architecture and 
decoration. 


Traditional Occupations 


Main occupation — practiced since ancient times: animal 
keeping (sheep, cattle and horses), cultivation of plants 
(potatoes, corn, wheat, barley, flax, hemp, sunflower, 
sugar beet and beams) and forestry in the mountains and 
the plateau area. 


Secondary occupations: 

- beekeeping: considered in the past as a noble activity, 
nowadays is still practiced in some households where 
pastoral beekeeping can also be seen; 

- hunting: missing valuable species (aurochs); species 
of high hunting value (bear, wolf, lynx, deer, wild boar, 
marten etc); 

- fishing: valuable fish species (trout, grayling, barbel); 
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- nature harvest: plants for food (nettle, salads, savory, 
rye, mushrooms), berries (strawberries, blueberries, 
raspberries, cranberries, peanuts), plants used in folk 
medicine (chicory, tutsan, thyme, melilot); 

- fruit farming: the best represented species are the apple 
tree and pear, rarely there can be found the plum and 
cherry, in some gardens there are also planted different 
species of berries (red, black, dayberry); 

- lime-making: lime production, favored by the limestone 
in the area, was widely practiced in the last century in 
the upper villages of Moldova and Moldovita Rivers; 

- mining: mining itself began in the second half of 
the eighteenth century, when the mine from Fundu 
Moldovei started to developed, as well as the 
metallurgical installations from Pojorâta, Prisaca Dornei, 
Vama. 


Traditional Crafts 


Wood processing: 

- carpentry: craftsmen carpenters in the area used to built 
houses; 

- furniture making: the craft appeared in the second half 

of the eighteenth century, craftsmen manufactured 

the frames for doors and windows, and the pieces of 

furniture (beds, tables, chests, shelves for dishes etc); 

wheel making: the wheel craftsmen made the necessary 

parts of a cart, weagons, sleds, wheel mills and tools 

used in agriculture (plows, harrows, rollers, scythes, 

rakes, forks); nowadays wheel making no longer exist as 

a craft; 

- barrel-making: a craft very necessary in a household, 
means producing the containers for keeping the liquids, 


cheese and the canned fruits (buckets, cuffs, barrels, tubs); 

+ folk musical instruments: made mostly of vibrant wood 
(fir and spruce) can still be seen on several occasions in 
the villages from Cámpulung (bat-whistle, flute, horn, 
kobsa, drum, violin); 


Weaving and spinning: 
The flax, the hemp and the wool are spun into fine 
equal threads or in thicker yarns. From the flax yarns was 
woven the cloth used in making celebration shirts and 
litter, and from the hemp yarns, were made work shirts 
and traditional trousers. Today, well known weavers are 
in Breaza, Fundu Moldovei, Sadova, Vatra Moldovitei; 


Leather and fur manufacturing: 

- fur-coat making: furriers use more the sheepskins (for 
the manufacture of costumes) and lamb (coats), game 
skins and furries (ferret, marten, fox, wolf, lynx, rabbit, 
sometimes bear) used for making collars, hats and short 
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coats are rarely found in the area; nowadays waist-coat 
making is practiced in in Fundu Moldovei, Frumosu, 
Sadova, Vama, Vatra Moldovitei; 

- leather sandals making and shoemaking: sandals made of 
pig or calf skins were gradually replaced by men's and 
women’s boots made by the craftsmen shoemakers in 
the area; 

- belt making: belt making craftsmen deal only with fixing 
on the leather the ornaments made by specialized 
women; they also make and repair the horses’ harnesses, 
the bridles and blacksnakes; 


The painting or dyeing of the eggs: 

Campulung Moldovenesc region knows the widest 
spreading of this craft in the country. The dyeing eggs 
are those made with the wax pastern while the painted 
eggs are made with the brush and pen. In Breaza and 
Moldova-Sulita the dyeing eggs are made on a dark 
background color, while in Frumosu, Moldovita si Vatra 
Moldovitei on a red background. 
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Breaza common: 

Breaza - folk costumes: Tàmpáu  Filonica, Támpáu 
Minodora; wood carving: Buhleac Gheorghe, Lesenciuc 
Pintilie, Macovei Aurelian, Opariuc Dumitru; dyeing eggs: 
Alexandroaie Siminica, Cojocaru loana, Macovei Cornelia, 
Táran Eufrosina, Zaiet Gheorghe, Zaiet Rodica; 


Fundu Moldovei common: 

Fundu Moldovei — weavings, folk costumes: Andronicescu 
Lenuta, Burduhos Rodica; weavings: Salvari Augustina, 
Tampau Rodica; wood carving: Harceag Gheorghe, Stats 
Valentin; collars belts: Fisc Mihail; folk masks: Gabor Elena; 
dyeing eggs: lacoban Minodora, Tampau Lenuta; icon 
glass painting: Lucáu Filon; 

Botus — weavings: Fasc Saveta; 

Colacu - weavings, folk costumes: Cehren Veronica, 
Ciupercovici Rodica, Drágan Mirela, Suiu Silvia; fur coat 
making: Cazac Ovidas; 


Moldova-Sulita common: 

Moldova-Sulita — wood and bone carving: Murga Mircea; 
wood carving: Volosciuc Gheorghe; handmade knives: 
Pursega llie, Pursega Vasile; dyeing eggs: Ceciuleac 
Cristina, Harasemciuc Ecaterina, Hremaliuc Paraschiva, 
Jecalo Maria, and Volosciuc Maria; 


Moldovita common: 
Moldovita — dyeing egg: Balabasciuc Oltea, Chimiac Aurelia, 
Condrea Lucia, Ungureanu Georgeta; 


Sadova common: 

Sadova - weavings: Alvirescu Areta, Alvirescu Rodica, 
Cotrut Aglaia; wood carving: Erhan llie, Ursache Valerian; 
painting: Erhan Aurel; 


Vama common: 

Vama - wood carving: Miron Gheorghe; stone carving: 
Humoreanu Petru, Popescu Emilian; pottery: Maxim 
Petru; dyeing eggs: Orsivschi Letitia; 


Vatra Moldovitei common: 

Vatra Moldovitei — weaving: Tàmpescu Eutenia, Trufan 
Elena; dyeing egg: Bárdáhan Rodica, Carpiuc Maria, 
Carstiuc Oltica, Eudosec Silvia, Gherasim Violeta, 
lasinovschi Elena, Negurá Márioara, Niga Cristina, Poliec 
Felica, Saghin Elisabeta, Semcio Maria, Vleju Angela; 

Ciumárna — stone carving: Moisa Petru; 

Paltinu — wood carving: Aneci Virgil; wooden icons: Civerca 
Elena, Comoritan Elena; dyeing eggs, wooden icons: 
Drajmici Filoteia, Fercal Valeria, Giuverca Aurelia, Hutuleac 
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Teodora, lasinovschi Petronela, Macovei Georgeta, Zeneci 
Francesca, Zdrob Anastasia; dyeing egg: Aneci Aurica. 


Traditional Customs 
Calendar customs 


- New Year Customs 

Folkloric, musical, choreographic, mimic and dramatic 
manifestations which attract the whole community, the 
New Year customs are the most expected and spectacular 
along the year. They include the carols, the bell, and the 
bull from the night of New Year's Eve, the goat, the buck 
and the sowing (sorcova). “Malanca” is considered being 
the most complex manifestation, including in one show 
the goat's dance and also the bull's, the bear's, the bride 
and grooms, the old woman and the old mans. 


- Other manifestations along the year 
Linked to the traditional activities and closely related to the 
religious calendar, the holidays have predominantly a fixed 
date and comprise a series of customs and specific traditions: 

— Saint George (on the 23” of April), on this day people put 
green branches at their doors, to mark the coming of spring 
and to protect the pastures and the hay from bad spirits; 

— “Floriile” (celebrated on the last Sunday before Easter), on this 
day the eyes of children and of animals are touched with a 
branch of wicker — "mátisori to improve the sight and t 
protect against diseases; 

— Easter (the painting or dyeing of the eggs, the preparin 
of the traditional meal, going to the Holy Ceremony at th 


o 
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church, the blessing of the Easter basket, the traditional 
meal, the beating of the chop, the bells, the breaking of the 
painted eggs); 

— Whitsuntide — Rusaliile (celebrated 50 days after Easter) also 
stands under the sign of the green branch, but the linden 
one; 

- The Village Cellebration — linked to a religious celebration that 
patronizes the village; 


The ceremonies along one's life 


- The Birth — it comprises traditions meant to protect the 
newborn from evil forces, baptize and godfather customs, 
but also rituals during the holy bath; a year after the baby 
was born, he has his hair lock cut, occasion on which a 
small family celebration takes place; 

- The Wedding — an occasion of joy and celebration for 
the whole community, it comprises the following main 
moments: the proposal (when the date of the wedding 

and the dowry were settled), the engagement 
(a small ceremony where the ring of faith is 
given), the actual wedding (the groom going 
to the bride's house and giving her presents, 
the dance of the dowry, the forgiveness asked 
by the bride and the groom from their parents, 
going to the church, the religious ceremony, 
the wedding meal, drinking the “sweet cup’ the 
* exchanging of gifts, the dressing of the bride, 
the first walk together); 
- The Funeral — it comprises customs and 
traditions linked to death prediction and to the 
moments after the death (the bath, the wake, 
the crying, the adornment of the burial tree, the 
funeral procession — followed by trumpeters, 
the actual burial); 40 days after the funeral, the 
grave is incensed; six weeks, a year and seven 
years after the funeral, a series of remembrance 
ceremonies and feasts are made to honor the 
memory of the lost one. 


Traditional Events 


"Ihe Annunciation" Religious Music Festival — March, Fundu 
Moldovei; 

"Easter in Bucovina" - March, April or May, in all localities from 
Campulung Moldovenesc area; 

The Road of the painted eggs - during Easter, Fundu Moldovei; 

‘The round dance of the village” Traditional Folklore Festival - July, 
Fundu Moldovei; 

The Hutzuls Festival — July, Lucina Stud, Moldova-Sulita; 

The Treasures of the Romanian Soul — July, Pojorâta; 

The Days of Moldovita common - August, the15*, Moldovita; 

The Festival of the Penny Bun and the Days of Vama common — 
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September, Varna; 
“Traian Popovici" Symposium — October, Fundu Moldovei; 
“Maria Surpat - Mina Pâslaru” Festival — October, Sadova; 
The Youth Festival, Santa Claus — December, Pojorâta; 
Winter Customs and Traditions - December and January, Sadova; 
"Christmas in Bucovina" — December, in all localities in Câmpulung 
Moldovenesc area. 


Tourist activities 


e Visits to all tourist sights and attractions in the area; 
Pilgrimages to places of worship during religious holidays; 

- Participation in events and activities organized in the 
area; 

Mountain hikings in the Rarău and Giumalău Massifs, 
favored by the existing hiking trails in Pojorâta, Valea Putnei; 

e Horse ridings, Lucina Stud; 

Hunting, favored by the hunting funds in Breaza, Moldovita, 
Pojorâta, Valea Putnei, Fundu Moldovei, Botus, Moldova-Sulita, 
Vatra Moldoviței; 

Fishing, on Moldova River and in the trout farms in Valea 
Putnei and Prisaca Dornei; 

Horse riding, cycling, swimming and other sports activities 
(folbal, tennis, basketball), carriage rides or sleigh rides, taking 
part in some household activities (the hay harvest, milking of 
the cows or sheep, gardening etc.), picnics or peasant meals, 
spending evenings around campfires or cuisine tasting of the 
specific products within the peasant gastronomy in some 
accommodation structures in Câmpulung Moldovenesc area. 


Tourist accommodation 
and public food service 
Breaza common 


Breaza — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Laura”, 3 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) “Satul Bucovinean”, 3 flowers; 


Fumosu common 
Frumosu — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Perla Brazilor", 3 
flowers; 


Fundu Moldovei common 

Fundu Moldovei — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Baciu", 
5 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Claudia", 3 flowers; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Viorica", 3 flowers; Camping "De 
Vuurplaats”, 2 stars; 

Botus — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Irina”, 3 flowers; 


Moldova-Sulita common 
Moldova-Sulita — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Lucina", 3 
flowers; 


Moldovita common 

Moldovita — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Casa cu Meri”, 3 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Condrea", 3 flowers; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Mica Bucovind", 2 flowers; 


Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Oana", 2 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Stefan Viorica", 2 flowers; 


Pojoráta common 

Pojorâta — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Alexandra”, 4 flowers; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Gabi", 4 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Floare de Crin", 4 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Pietrele Doamnei", 4 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Lucian", 3 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Sava", 3 flowers; Tourist Cottage 
“Casa Vlahopol", 3 stars; Rural Guesthouse "Smárándita", 3 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Bianca", 2 flowers; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Vancea”, 2 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Chilia", 2 flowers; 

Valea Putnei — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Luceafărul”, 3 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Valea Putnei", 3 stars; 
Camping “Luceafarul”, 2 stars; 


Sadova common 

Sadova - Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Vranis", 5 flowers; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Dor de Munte”, 4 stars; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Alunis", 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) "Casa Alex", 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Casa Angela", 3 flowers; Rural Guesthouse "Casa Severin", 
3 flowers Rural Guesthouse "Isabela", 3 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) “Mădălina”, 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) “Stefanel’”, 3 stars; 


Vama common 

Vama - Rural Guesthouse “Bucovina Lodge", 4 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) “Casa Calin”, 4 flowers; Tourist villa Casa 
Lucretia", 4 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Vero", 
4 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "La Bucovineanca", 4 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Lidana", 4 flowers; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Mugur de Fluier", 4 flowers; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Aurora", 3 flowers; Rural 
Guesthouse "Casa Bianca", 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) "Casa Elvira", 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Casa lasmina", 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa 
Lucan", 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Irina", 3 
stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "La Goritá", 3 stars; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) “Letitia”, 3 flowers; "Villa Excelsior" 
Hostel, 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Carmen”, 2 stars; 
Rural Guesthouse "Casa Victor", 2 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) "Faraon", 2 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
"Gabriela", 2 flowers; Tourist Cottage “lonela”, 2 stars; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Lucia", 2 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) "Casa Preutescu Vasile", 1 flower; 

Molid — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Casa Albă”, 3 flowers; 
Prisaca Dornei — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Ott", 4 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Florentina", 3 flowers; 
Strámtura — Rural Guesthouse "Floarea Bucovinei", 3 flowers; 

Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Cosmin”, 2 stars; 


Vatra Moldovitei common 

Vatra Moldoviței — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Valcan”, 4 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Alexandra", 3 flowers; 
Rural Guesthouse "Crizantema", 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) “Mario”, 3 stars; Tourist Cottage “Piatra Runcului", 3 
stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Lulu”, 2 flowers. 
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NATURAL LANDSCAPE 


Geographical location: in the South-West of Suceava county, 
in the mountain and depression region; 

Landforms: mountains, depressions and vallyes (Suhard, 
Călimani, Bistriței, Giumalău Mountains, Dornelor Depressions, 
Bistrita Aurie Valley and the Valley of Bistrița Moldovenesca); 

Climate: mountain moderate continental, with frequent 
thermical inversions and lot of snow; 

Hydrography: surface waters — Bistrița River, with its tributaries 
(Bistricioara, Călimănel, Cârlibaba, Chiril, Neagra Brostenilor, 
Neagra Sarului etc.) and Dorna River, with its main tributaries 
(Cosna, Dornişoara, lliuta, lesna); underground waters — mineral, 
soda, chalybeate, chloride, sulfate and sulfide water springs in 
Saru Dornei, Cosna, Poiana Negri, Dorna Candrenilor, Poiana 
Stampei etc; 

Vegetations: mountain grass-lands and hayfields, coniferous 
forest (spruce, fir, beech, mountain ash, pine, birch, larch, 
mountain lily), peat places (peat swamps, in Poiana Stampei, 
Saru Dornei); 

Fauna: mamels (boar, deer, fox, deer, Carpathian brown bear, 
wolf, lynx, marten etc), birds (mountain grouse, golden eagle, 
bald eagle, long-eared owl), fishes (trout, huck, minnow, 
barbel, grayling, gudgeon, chub); endangered species (bison, 
aurochs); 


- “Piatra Tibáului" Geological Reservation (20 ha), situated at 
the base of the Mestecanis Obcini, it is a 75 meters high chalk 
stone, with abrupt walls, where one can see the layers of the 
geological period named Eocen in the fossils; 

- The Twelve Apostles (200 ha) — it is a geological and full of 
landscapes reservation in the Cálimani Mountains, in Dorna 
Candrenilor, with high cliffs, sculpted in the shape of towers, 
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obelisks, pyramids, human faces or animals having different 
names (The Old Man, The Shepherd, The Marshal, Nefertiti, 
The Bear, The Camel); 


The Twelve Apostles 


- The Lady's Rocks (970,50 ha) — it is a geological and 


morphological reservation in Raráu Mountains, in Crucea 
common, with a ruins-shaped relief of towers and debris, 
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with native plants, the edelweiss, the lady's slipper, the dryas, 
juniper and small pine bushes; 


- Zugreni Gorges (314 ha), geological and morphological 
reservation on Bistrita Valley, in the South of Raráu- 
Giumalau mountains, Crucea village, in Dorna Arini, with a 
picturesque landscape offered by the fast-pouring waters 
of Bistrita, guarded on each side by high and abrupt walls, 
with strange shapes which have different names (Acrii's 
Corner, Osman's Stone, The Crest Stone) and with rich 


elements of flora and fauna; 
"The Juniper with Pinus Cembra" Forest Reservation 
(38420 ha) in the gorge of the Cálimani Mountains, in Saru 
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Dornei, with natural forest of spruce, pinus cembra and juniper, 
here appearing the alder, rare types of larch and mountain ash 
plant; 


- “Poiana Stampei Oligotrophic Swamp" Forest Reservation 


(681,89 ha) situated in the Dornelor Gorge, under the Tihuta 
pass, in Poiana Stampei, the biggest reservation containing 
peat swamp from the country, important from a scientific 
point of view, but also for the healing properties of the peat; 


“Saru Dornei Oligotrophic Swamp" Forest Reservation 
(36 ha), in Dornei Gorge, in Saru Dornei, a peat place recently 
formed (approximately 3000 years), untouched by human 
intervention, with pine bushes which grey on a thick layer of 
peat (1,10-1,20m); 


- Calimani National Park (23.708 ha) it is located on 


the territory of four districts, in the North of the Oriental 
Carpathians, part of the volcanic area of the Carpathian arch, 
the most important volcanic mountain from the Oriental 
Carpathians, with a complex geology (a gorge with a 10 
km diarneter, rich in iron and sulphur, volcano layered), it 
has a varied morphology (abrupt slopes, crossed by debris, 
with anthropomorphous and zoomorphous shapes on the 
west side, caves made by the subterrain waters), with a rich 
vegetation and fauna. 
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ANTHROPOGENIC LANDSCAPE 


Dorna Settlements: scattered type of villages (dissipated 
along the valleys), some of them with a tendency of 
gathering (grouped on terraces) 

Documentary attestation: the period between 1575 (Dorna 
Arini) - 1850 (Ciocánesti) 

Population: ethnical and religious "mosaic Romanians, 
Germans, Ukrainians, Hungarians and Gypsies of Orthodox 
faith, Roman-Catholic Pentecost, Adventist, Baptist, Old 
Christians, Evangelist religion 

Traditional architecture: 

— agro-pastoral households, entirely built from wood, with 
rooms to shelter the animals and to store the hay; there 
are households specialized in different crafts, entirely built 
in wood, with rooms for several activities, to store the work 
material and the products; 

— one can observe a particular architectural element — the 
gazebo (the verandah) — this one protecting the entrance 
of the old houses from the bad weather, being the place of 
some household activities and a place of rest for the workers; 

— the ornament of the old houses and of some other rooms is 
done by making a notch in the beams and the logs; some 
other time the ornament is made by the joining of the 
beams at their endings, some other time is made by the 
endings of the beams united under a console. 


Architectural Monuments 


Lucretia Candrea House from Glodu, Panaci common (the 18" 
century) 
Built in wood, the house is unique through its planimetry 
(a porch with a pantry in the back, one room to live in and 
a pretty rare element of Romanian popular architecture — 
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the verandah), through its way of being constructed (round 
beams joined at their endings in the dovetail technique) and 
through its interior architecture. 


Neculai Rosu House from Ortoaia, Dorna common (the XVIII^ 
century) 
The house follows the construction type with an entrance 
hall and two rooms, with round wooden beams walls, 
joined by carving. The interior highlights the archaic specific 
through the traditional benches inside, the stove with 
chimney, the open fireplace and the traditional furnishings. 


Gavril Candrea House from Dorna Candrenilor 
Moved to the Bucovina Village Museum in Suceava, the 
house is the most valuable civil folk art object of architecture 
in the area. It is specific to the end of the eighteenth century, 
the wooden house has an entrance hall and two rooms 
and presents a new architectural element — the alcove with 
three sides, at the entrance. 


Bogza Candrea House from Dorna Candrenilor 
The structure of the house is that with an entrance hall 
and two rooms. The house dates from the first half of the 
nineteenth century. The walls are built in round wooden 
beams, joined at their endings in the “pliers shape technique" 


Ana Todascá House from Cosna 
Included in the classic wooden constructions with an 
entrance hall and two rooms, the house is characterized 
by the harmony of proportions and planimetry. The interior 
architecture preserves much of the traditional way of 
organizing. 


Rardu Monastery from Chiril village, Crucea common 
According to the tradition, this monastery was built by Petru 
Rares in 1541 on the place of the old hermitage made by 
the pios Sisoe in the late fifteenth century. The church was 
built by the ruler as a sign of gratitude to the monks who 
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protected his family (his wife Helen and her children) during 
his refuge in the fortress of Ciceu. The church that celebrates 
the Assumption has the shape of a cross, with the altar and 
the lateral apses unhooked. Built from wooden beams, it 
has the endings of the beams cut in a "horse head" shape. 
Among its most precious objects are the miraculous icon of 
Virgin Mary and that of St. John the Evangelist. The cells and 
the guesthouse of the monastery receive all pilgrims who 
come here. 


Other Cultural Sights of Tourist Interest 


Religious monuments: 

"The Virgin's Cover" Monastery in Dorna Arini common 

Recently founded by Theodosius, the Archbishop of Tomis, in 
Gheorghiteni village, the monastery is built entirely of wood, 


having a high bell tower (60 m). Built in the architectural style 
found in Maramures, the church is divided into the narthex, 
nave, chancel and porch. The monastery has functional 
workshops: sewing, embroidery, painting, sculpture and on 
the Fast side ofthe enclosure there is a monastic guesthouse 
offering accommodation for pilgrims and traditional 
products made in their own household. 


The Roman - Catholic 
Church in lacobeni 
Situated on the left 
bank of Bistrita Aurie, 
the so-called "Imperial 
Street”, the church 
is one of the largest 
Roman  - Catholic 
churches in Bucovina. 
It was built of stone in 
1856 and is dedicated 
to St Johannes von 
Nepomuk, celebrated 
on the 17^ of May. 
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“Piatra Táieturii" Monastery in Panaci 

Located on the mountaintop in Panaci common at 
1700 m altitude, the monastery was built on the site of 
an old monastery, built in 1933 and closed in 1962. The 
settlement was reopened as a monastery in 1990 and 
completed in 1997, having the dedication day of the 
ancient church, that of the Virgins Birth. The guesthouse 
has two floors and offers accommodation to all pilgrims 
who arrive here. 


“The Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel” Church in 
Poiana Stampei 
Built of firin 1884, the church was built with approval from 
the Emperor Francis Joseph |, in honor of the marriage of 
the Emperor Rudolf's son with Stefania of Belgium. The 
iconostasis, the royal icons and the icon of Mother of God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ were painted by the famous 
painter Epaminonda Bucevschi. 


Museums: 

The Village Museum from Dorna Candrenilor 
Founded by Lazăr Pardáu's initiative, the museum 
contains over 2,000 exhibits, mostly ethnographic: chests, 
weaving looms, fold objects, household tools, fabrics, 


means of transport. 


The Ethnographic Museum from Poiana Stampei 
Situated in the center of the common, the museum 
presents the atmosphere of a specific house in the 
area. It can be noticed the stove fireplace and the 
porch, the wooden objects, the textiles coverings 
and the looms where the housewives used to make 
garments and decoration carpets. 


The Painted Eggs Museum in Ciocánesti 

Opened in 2005, the museum contains a collection 
of over 2,000 painted eggs made by the local 
craftsmen. The wooden household items and pottery, 
and the pastoral items, the traditional rafting tools, 
the blacksmith tools, the loom and folk costumes 
present the locals’ way of life and occupations. In the 
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museum there is a functional weaving workshop and a 
painted eggs school. 


Traditional Occupations 


Main occupations — practiced since ancient times: 

- animal farming (cattles, sheep, goats, pigs, horses, 
poultry) in the mountain and depression area and 
in the valley of Bistrita River; nowadays the milk 
products from Tara Dornelor are world wide known 
and appreciated; 


- forestry: the largest forest area in the country favored 
the appearance and development of a real wood 
civilization which can be noticed in the wooden objects 
in the region starting from houses, crosses, churches, 
furniture, household items, musical instruments etc; 
the forest from Dorna generated along centuries a real 
forest mythology, illustrated in stories, myth, beliefs 
and ancient practices through its heroes and fantastic 
creatures such as Crooked-wood, Muma Pádurii and all 
kind of fairies; 
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- cultivation of plants (my, rye, barley, oats, potatoes, 
wheat, corn, flax, hemp, clover, alfalfa etc) and fruit 
farming (apple, wild cherry, pear, plum etc), but in small 


Secondary occupations: 

- cartage: local cartage (for wood transportation), the 
cartage within a large area (for the transport of craft 
objects) and the transit cartage (performed by traders 
who passed through the area) were practiced; 

- traditional rafting: practiced since ancient times on 
Bistrita River and some of its tributaries, for timber, 
animals, food and human transport; raft transport was 
made from Dorna to Bacáu or Galati until the'60s of the 
last century, when modern roads overtook the wood 
transportation; 

- mining: iron exploitation in lacobeni in the first half of 
the eighteenth century, silver and lead ore in Cârlibaba; 

- gold exploitation: getting gold through sand washing 
on Golden Bistrița valley from Cârlibaba to Broșteni, 
practiced especially by the poor people, not only 
gypsies; 

+ lime making: lime production practiced since Middle 
Ages was favored by the limestones from Darmoxa, 
Bárnar; 

- terpene making: preparing terpene (viscous liquid used 
in various fields of activity) only from the birch's bark led 
to the disappearance of such forest trees; occupation 
currently suspended; 

- coal exploitation: coal has been produced since the 
Middle Ages, being used in blacksmiths’ workshops 
and starting the eighteenth century in the metallurgy 
industry developed in lacobeni; 

- potash preparation: practiced in the eighteenth century 
led to the destruction of large areas of forest; the potash 
is used in the manufacture of glass and soft soap; 

* beekeeping: considered in the past as a noble activity, 
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nowadays there are many households with 10-70 hives; 
hunting: extinct species (bison, aurochs, chamois, bald 
eagle), species of high-value (bear, fox, wolf, marten, 
deer, boar); 


fishing: high-value species (grayling, trout, barbel, chub, 
broad snout etc.); 

nature harvesting: plants for food (nettle, lettuce, 
watercress, steve, mushrooms, thyme), berries 
(strawberries, blueberries, raspberries, blackberries, 
mountain cranberry, spruce/ fir sprouts, rose hips), 
plants used in the ancient medicine (chicory, tripe, tutsan, 
bedstraw, thyme, wild garlic etc.). 


Traditional Crafts 


The processing of textile fibers: 


e the spinning and the weaving: the linen, the hemp and 


the wool were spinned in thin and equal threads, from 
which there were made clothes and textile decorations 
for the houses; the thicker threads were used for making 
bags, carpets, bed sheets, table cloths, kitchen towels; 
nowadays, well-known weavers are in Carlibaba, Dorn 
Candreni, Panaci; 
the vegetal painting: one of the most select crafts until the 
first decades of the 20" century, means painting the linen, 
the hemp and the wool threads with vegetal dye (juices 
extracted from plants roots, rhizomes, strains, leafs, flowers); 
even though the vegetal dye was gradually replaced by 
the chemical dye, during the last years, in some localities 
there are still used plants to obtain the vegetal dye (Dorna 
Arini, Glodu, Gura Haitii, Ortoaia, Panaci, Poiana Negri); 

the sewing: the traditional technique is well kept today as 
well, even though it is made on canvas bought from the 
market and not on the ones home made from linen or 
hemp; 


Wood processing: 


carpentry: the carpenters built houses and household 
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rooms, wooden churches, rustic technique installations, 
bridges, but also interior pieces; 


- shingle making: for the shingles used to cover the houses 


spruce wood was used; nowadays shingle making has 
disappeared as a craft; 

furniture making: a craft well developed in this area, it 
consists in manufacturing the wood in a semi-artistic 
way; these craftsmen still make nowadays furniture pieces 
(beds, benches, dowry chests, tables, chairs, cupboards): 
wheel-making: once, a very important craft, it consists in 
making the component parts of a cart, farming utensils, 
well wheels, mills; presently this craft is not practiced 
anymore; 

barrel-making: it consists in making the containers to keep 
the liquid products, cheese, canned fruits (buckets, cuffs, 
barrels, tubs); nowadays this craft is practiced in Cotargasi, 
Poiana Stampei, Saru Dornei; 

folk musical instruments: made from vibrant wood (fir tree 
or spruce), they are nowadays met on different occasions 
in the villages from Dorna (the horn, the bagpipe, a 
guitar-like instrument - "cobza" (a sort of drum), "buhai"- a 
traditional instrument, the horn, the drum, the whistle, the 
cimbalom, the violin -"scripca"); 


Leather and fur processing: 


fur-coat making: as specialized craftsmen, these ones 
appear in the Middle Ages and used the domestic animals 
skin and the venison fur (the polecat, the marten, the 
deer); nowadays Dorna is one of the most representative 
areas in the fur coat making; 

leather sandals making: this kind of sandals from cow and 
pork leather, are made nowadays only for certain occasions 
and reasons (artistic ensemble, folk music singers); 


Blacksmiths craft: practiced from ancient times, it had 
a development greater than in any other part; the 
blacksmiths (farriers, bucket craftsmen, armorers) were 
transforming the rough metal in tools and accessories 
for the daily work, traps and hunting guns; the present 
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blacksmiths, less in number, serve some local orders, and 
are also making more complex works of locksmiths; 


Animal horn processing: making objects from buck or cow 


horn was once practiced on Bistrita Aurie valley (especially 
in Cârlibaba) being characteristic for the population named 
"Hutsuli" (Slav people living in the mountains area), who 
settled here during the 18^ century; the objects, decorated 
or not, had different uses: blowing horn, measuring horn, 
horn for keeping the gun powder; 


Rope-making: craft once practiced in each village, nowadays 


disappeared; this type of craftsmen were making ropes to tie 
the hay carts and hemp ropes for plowing and other uses; 


Painting or dyeing the eggs: practiced on the Easter 


occasion, this craft became along the passing of the time 
a real art as a consequence of the influence of the “Hutsuli” 
population who settled in Cârlibaba; the dyed eggs are 
made with a brush in the wax, and the painted ones are 
colored using the brush and the nib; traditionally natural 
colors were used, obtained from plants or certain parts of 
them (leafs, flowers, bark, roots); nowadays they try to obtain 
the same natural colors, but the majority uses chemical dye 
from the market. 
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Craftsmen 


Carlibaba common: 

Cárlibaba — weavings, folk costumes: Hechelciuc Varvara, 
Protiuc Eudochia; wood carving: Mehno Alexa; egg dyeing: 
Bobelciuc Rodica, Mehno Viorica; 

ledu — wood carving: Ursachi Constantin; 

Tibau — wood carving: Coubis Ilie Gh., Coubis Petru; egg 
dyeing: Pentelenciuc Ana; 


Ciocánesti common: 

Ciocánesti — wood and bone carving: Cepoi Constantin, 
Pop Constantin; wood carving: Timu Vasile; egg dyeing: 
Bádálutá Cristina, Ciocan Maria, Cotovanu Marcela, 
Cráciunescu Elena, Istrate Maria, Niga Niculina, Schipor 
Elena, Scheul Silvia, Timu Cristina, Timu Ingrida, Timu 
Mărioara, Timu Raluca, Taran lonela, Ujică Antonela, 
Zimbru Dănuț; 


Cosna common: 
Cosna - egg dyeing: Candrea Areta, lodascá Ana; icon 
painting: Talancá Alina; 


Dorna Arini common: 
Dorna Arini — wood carving: Vleju Mihai; egg dyeing: Hodis 
Floarea, Lesanu Cátálina; icon painting: Piticaru Radu; 


Dorna Candrenilor common: 

Dorna Candrenilor — sewings: Grigorescu lleana; wood 
carving: Scheul Petrea, Vleju Mariana; egg dyeing: Candrea 
Bozga Margareta, Candrea Mariana, Candrea Minorica, 
Irimescu Nicoleta; 


lacobeni common: 
lacobeni — fur coat making: Popescu Gavril; egg dyeing: 
Handaric Angela, Morosan lonica; 


Panaci common: 

Panaci — weavings: Lastun Elvira, Mandrild loana, Niculita 
Didina, Petrovici Teodora; carpentry, furniture: Alupei 
Dragos, Moraru Eugen; egg dyeing: Taran Eugenia; 

Coverca — wood carving: Apetri Dragos, lrinaru Emilia, 
lrinaru Sorin; 

Drágoiasa — weavings: Ungureanua Ana; 

Glodu — weavings: Jiganetea Mariana; wood carving: Miron 
Dan, Moraru Cristian; 


Poiana Stampei common: 

Poiana Stampei — egg dyeing: Buzilá Florentina, Candrea 
Vitoria, Mezdrea Sabina, Pralea Maria, Rusu Elvira, Todascá 
Elena. 
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Traditional Customs 
Calendar customs 


- Traditions along the winter holidays 
Theyarefolkloric, musical and chorographical manifestations 
that take place between the 24^ of December and the 7^ of 
January. 

Christmas — children are caroling, star caroling or the caroling 
of the Irozi, a popular-religious form of theatre practiced by 
small groups of youngsters dressed in biblical characters 
(emperor Irod, the shepherds Balthazar, Gaspar and 
Melchior, the Angel, The Shepherd); the tradition of the"lrozi" 
is practiced by the Hutsuli settled on Bistrita Aurie valley, 
especially during the New Year celebrated in the old style 
(the 13" of January); 

The New Year — masks plays (the Bears, The Goats, the Bucks, 
the Horses, The Old Men and the Old Women, the Gypsies, 
The Ugly and the Beautiful), the sayings (The Plow), Outlaw 
theatre (the groups of Jianu, Novac, Tudor, Alexa, Codreanu), 
the Sowing; 

The Epiphany — a sacred waters procession takes place, an ice 
cross is made and the households, the orchards, the animals 
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and the people are sprinkled with holy water, children are 
yelling (Chiralesa - meaning "God's mercy"), they make 
noises and light up ritual fires to banish the bad spirits. 


+ Other holidays along the year 
the Spring holidays include: ‘Alexiile’ (on the 17^ of March, 
the New Apiarian Year), “Blagovistenia” — The Blessing (on 
the 25^ of March), Saint George (on the 23" of April, the 
New Pastoral Year), The Faster (the painting of the eggs, the 
preparing of the traditional meal, participating at the Holy 
Resurrection Ceremony, the consecration of the Easter 
basket, the traditional meal, the chopping at the church, 
the bells, the painted eggs bumping, the getting wet of the 
second day of Faster, the glider making); 
- the Summer holidays comprise: The Whitsuntide - “Rusalii” 
(celebrated 50 days after Easter), "Sánzienele" (on the 24^ of 
June), The Village celebration (linked to a religious celebration 
which patronizes the village), Saint Mary (the 15* of August); 
the Autumn holidays include: Saint Mary (on the 8^ of 
September), The Cross Day (on the 14^ of September), The 
Great Friday (on the 14^ of October - holiday known as 
the Wedding of the Sheep, being linked to the Christian 
ceremony of Saint Parascheva), "Sámedru" (or the autumn 
"Mosi" on the 26^ of October); 
- the Winter holidays include: Saint Andrew (on the 30^ of 
November, preceded by the day of the ware wolves - a 
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- The Funeral: comprises customs and rituals preceding the 
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magic day full of spells and predictions), Saint Nicholas (on 
the 6" of December, Nicholas being a calm and wise person, 
who helps the widows and the orphans, helps the poor 
girls to get married and brings gifts to the children); The Pigs 
“Ignat” (on the 20^ of December, the day on which the pig is 
sacrificed). 


The ceremonies along one’s life 


- The Birth: there are a series of rituals destined to protect the 
newborn from the evil eye and from diseases, baptize and 
godfather customs, but also rituals during the holy bath; 
six months after the baptize, the baby is redeemed by the 
parents from the godfathers, by giving them bread and other 
presents; 

- The Wedding: comprises the following main moments: the 
proposal (usually on a celebration day), the engagement (a 
little ceremony during which the bride gets the faith ring) 
and the actual wedding (the groom goes to his godfather's 
house, then he goes to the brides house to give her presents, 

the bride is dressed, a special dance for the dowry is made, 

the bride and groom ask for forgiveness from their parents, 
then they go to the church where the religious ceremony 
takes place, they drink the "sweet cup" and offer each-other 
presents, the bride is undressed of her veil); three days after the 
wedding a small ceremony takes place - "intorcátura" where 
the godfathers - the spiritual parents of the bride and groom - 
are the special guests; 


death (the death omen, the death preparations), but also 
customs and traditions done after the death: the bath of 
the deceased, the wake, the crying, the adornment of the 
funeral tree, the funeral procession, the burial (the one using 
the horn is done in Stupca, Stulpicani, Mánástirea Humorului, 
Páltinoasa); 40 days, six months and annually, until seven years 
after the burial, a series of remembrance ceremonies and 
feasts are made to honor the memory of the lost one. 
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Traditional Events 


The Snow Festival — February, Carlibaba; 
“Giumalău Snow" Festival — last Sunday in February, Dorna 

Arini; 

The National Festival of the painted eggs — the week before 
Lent, Ciocánesti; 

"Easter in Bucovina" — March, April or May, in all localities from 
Dorna area; 

Mountain Peony Festival — June, Saru Dornei; 

The Days of Cârlibaba village — June 29 to 30, Cârlibaba; 

The Days of Candrenilor — July, Dorna Candrenilor; 

"Dorna Flowers" National Festival — July, Poiana Stampei; 

National Trout Festival — August, Ciocánesti; 

“Cântecul Cetinii” Folk Festival — last Sunday in August, Dorna 
Arini; 

The Berries Festival — September, Cosna; 

“Christmas in Bucovina” — December, in all localities from Dorna 
area; 

Winter Customs — December 24, Dorna Candrenilor. 


Tourist Attractions 


e Visits to all tourist sights and attractions in the area; 

- Pilgrimages to places of worship during religious holidays; 
- Participation in events and activities organized in the 
area; 

Spa and relaxation: 

The Treatment Complex "Procopie and Elisabeta" from 
Dorna Arini 

Situated in Gheorghiteni village, in the court of the 
monastery The Virgin's Cover, the Treatment complex offers 
to all tourists accommodation and leisure services, extra 
psychosomatic treatment and physical recovery services. 
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* Mountain hikings: in Suhard Massif, favored by the existing 

hiking trails in Ciocánesti, Cosna, Valea Bancului, Dorna 

Candrenilor; in Raráu-Giumaláu Massif, favored by the existing 

hiking trails in Chiril, Rusca; in Călimani Mountain, favored by 

the hiking trails from Poiana Negri, Dornisoara, Gura Haitii, 

Sárisor; in Bistriței Mountains, favored by the hiking trails from 

Crucea, Ortoaia, Rusca; 

Horseback ridings in Călimani National Park, the departure 

place of all expeditions being Gura Haitii, as a confluence 

point of all important horse trails (12 Apostoli, Tárnáu, Cariera, 

Cálimanul Cerbului); 

Photo safari — nature observation and understanding in 

Călimani National Park, the main attractions being the deer's 

mating ritual, the mountain grousses mating ritual and the 

blossom period ofthe mountain peony; 

Mountain-bike favored by the trails from Cosna, Valea 

Bancului, Dorna Arini, Rusca, Dorna Candrenilor, Poiana Negri, 

Panaci, Cátrinari, Coverca, Drágoiasa, Glodu, Páltinis, Poiana 

Stampei, Tătaru, Saru Dornei, Gura Haiti, Neagra Sarului, 

Sărişor; 

- River rafting on Bistrița River, in Crucea and Zugreni Gorges, 
practiced in the period from April to October, 

- Traditional raft rides on Bistrita River, having as starting 
point the localities Ciocánesti and Crucea; 

- Ski on Mestecăniş slope, certified in 2013 with various 
difficulty sections (easy, medium and high with lift and 
babyschi); 

- Cross-country skiing, practiced on the road linking the 
village of Gura Haiti to the ancient mine, only under certain 
conditions, depending on the snows layer; 

- Ice climbing in Zugreni Gorge practiced from December to 

March; 

Hunting, favored by the hunting funds in lacobeni Ciocánesti, 

Cârlibaba, Crucea, Panaci, Saru Dornei; 

- Fishing, practiced especially on Bistrita River, the species 
encountered are: trout, grayling, chub, barbel, broad snout, 
belda and minnow; 

- Horse riding, cycling, swimming and other sports activities 
(football, tennis, basketball), carriage rides or sleigh rides, taking 
part in some household activities (the hay harvest, milking of 
the cows or sheep, gardening etc), picnics or peasant meals, 
spending evenings around campfires or cuisine tasting of the 
specific products within the peasant gastronomy in some 
accommodation structures in Dorna area. 


Tourist Accommodation 
and Public Food Service 
Ciocanesti common 


Ciocánesti — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Viorica”, 2 flowers; 
Rural Guesthouse “Wladimir”, 2 flowers; 
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Cosna common 
Podu Cosnei — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Karelia”, 3 flowers; 


Dorna Arini common 

Dorna Arini — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Tora", 3 flowers; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Auras”, 2 flowers; 

Cozánesti — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Arina”, 3 stars; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Cris", 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Cu Ceas”, 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Dorel II”, 
3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Valurile Bistritei", 3 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Dorel”, 2 stars; 

Gheorghiteni — Tourist Complex “Procopie si Elisabeta”, 3 stars; 

Ortoaia — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Le Baron", 4 flowers; 
Rural Guesthouse “Valea Dornelor”, 3 flowers; Rural 
Guesthouse "Casa Lates", 2 flowers; 

Rusca — Tourist Cottage “Vânătorul”, | stea; 

Sunátori — Tourist Cottage “Zugreni”, 2 stars; 


Dorna Candrenilor common 

Dorna Candrenilor — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Diana", 3 
flowers; 

Poiana Negri — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “La Bella Vista", 4 
Stars; 


lacobeni common 
Mestecăniş — Tourist Stop “Mestecăniş”, | stea; 


Panaci common 
Panaci — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension)"La Mos Vencu", 4 flowers; 


Comuna Poiana Stampei 

Poiana Stampei — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Irina”, 4 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Edera", 3 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) “Iuliana”, 3 flowers; Rural Guesthouse 
“Florea”, | floare; Camping “Florea”, | stea; 


Saru Dornei common 

Saru Dornei — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Izvorul Bucovinei”, 
3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Casa Alex", 2 flowers; 

Gura Haitii — Rural Guesthouse "Casa Bunicii", 2 flowers; Rural 
Guesthouse “Casa Mariana”, 2 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) "Cántecul Muntelui", 2 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) “Myruna”, 2 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Perla Cálimani", 2 flowers; Rural Guesthouse “Poarta 
Călimani”, 2 flowers; 

Neagra Sarului — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Amfora”, 3 

flowers; 

Sarisor — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Bujor de Munte”, 4 

flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Perla Sárisorului", 3 

flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Cocosul de Munte”, 

3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Cásuta La Puiu", 2 

flowers; 

Saru Bucovinei — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Pietrele Arse”, 3 

OWers. 
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Radauti-Siret settlements: scattered type of villages, 
some of them with a tendency of gathering (grouped on 
terraces along the valleys) and dissipated along the hills 

Documentary attestation: 1401 (Volovat) - 1944 (Ulma) 

Population: ethnical and religious "mosaic": Romanians, 
Polishs, Ukrainians, Russian Lippovans, Germans and 
Gypsies of Orthodox religion, Roman Catholic, Greek 
Catholic, Pentecostal, Adventist, Baptist, Evangelist, Old 
Style Christian religion 

Traditional architecture: 

— agro-pastoral households, with wooden walls and 
shingles roof with rooms to shelter the animals, the tools, 
the means of transport and to storage the food; 

— the old houses’ decorations are generally sober, but full 
of elegance, done by making a notch in the beams and 
the logs; some other time the ornament is made by the 
joining of the beams at their endings, some other time 
is made by the endings of the beams united under a 
console. 


Architectural Monuments 


“The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist” Church from 
Arbore 
Built in 1502 by Luca Arbore, the porter of Suceava, the 
church is made of stone, the brick being found only in 
the vaults. Having the shape of an elongated ship, with 
an impressive exterior painting such as The Emperor 
Constantine the Great Cavalcade Scene and with an 
exterior painting done by Dragos in 1541, this church 
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is one of the monuments included in U.N.E.S.C.O. 
monuments list. 


"The Assumption" Wooden Church from Bilca 

Situated in the village graveyard, the church dates 
from 1743-1744 and it was moved from Vicovu de 
Jos village in 1818. Built from round wooden beams, 
joined in semi round circles, it has a shingle high roof, 
with four corners. Having the shape of a ship, with the 
apse of the altar unhooked, it is grouped in altar, nave 
and narthex. 
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“The Assumption” Wooden Church in Frátáutii Noi 
Situated in the village cemetery, the church was built 
in 1744 and painted in the eighteenth century in the 
Moldovian baroque style. Here served as a parish priest in 
the period 1884-1896, Heraclius Porumbescu, the father 
of the famous composer Ciprian Porumbescu. The church 
was built entirely from oak and covered with shingle. The 
wooden bell tower is located in the south- west of the 
church. 


“The Holy Cross" Wooden Church in Horodnic de Jos 
The church was build in 1717, from jointed girders 
in shape of ,swallow tail" and had a shingly roof, but 


currently has a zinc coated sheet roof. With a vessel 
shape, without domes or towers, with the altar apse 


unhooked and a polygonal nave, it is noticed through 
the exterior decoration: the wooden girdle carved in rope 
moulding, the string of 92 recesses bounded of twisted 
small columns, the portal ornaments in the entrance etc. 


“St. Demetrius" Wooden Church from Horodnic de Sus 
Situated in the village cemetery, the church was built 
in 1790 of solid oak beams, carved and joined in the 
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"dovetail" technique. The high roof with quick slopes has 
covering sheet. The plan is triconch, with bilateral apses 
and is divided into porch, narthex, nave and altar. 


"The Entrance into the Church of Mary, Mother of God" 
Wooden Church in Putna 
Also known as Dragos Voda wooden church it is situated 
in the village cemetery and, according to the tradition, 
was brought by Stephen the Great from Volovát. Dating 
from the fourteenth century it is built of oak and pine 
beams, carved and joined in the “dovetail” technique. The 
high roof with quick slopes is made from shingle. The 
Eastern half of the church is the oldest and is a unique 
medieval architectural monument in Romania. 


Putna Monastery in the locality bearing the same name 
The legend has it that in 1466, wanting to build a place 
of worship in the area, Stephen the Great shot with 
his crossbow on a hill situated on the left side of the 
monastery — the Cross Hill (nowadays marked with a 
stone) and decided that where the cross hit the ground 
there a church would be built. Finished in 1481, the 
monastery had a fortified enclosure. Dammaged by the 


Putna Monastery 
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passage of time, the church was demolished. In 1662 
another religious monument was built, respecting the 
plan of the previous church. 

Facing the crypt, on the right, under the canopy, there is 
the tomb of the great ruler Stepthen the Great covered 
with white Cararra marble stone when the prince was 
still alive, this fact explaining why the year of his death 
is missing. 


The Monasterys Museum presents pieces found with 
the occasion of the archeological searches and the 
renovation works, as well as documents, manuscripts 
and objects illustrating the art of the XV" —XVI"" centuries. 
One can see the Four Gospels from Humor (1473) and 
tombs coverings (the most remarkable one being that of 
Mary of Mangop). 


Sucevita Monastery in the locality bearing the same name 

Founded in the sixteenth century by the Movilesti family, 
the monastery started building in 1583, not being 
known the year of its ending. The Resurrection Church is 
built in the style of Moldavian architecture. The church of 


evita Monastery 
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God's Resurrection is built in the style of the Moldavian 
architecture combining Byzantine and Gothicartelements 
with architectural old wooden churches elements from 
Moldavia. The interior and exterior painting made during 
1595-1596 is well kept and impresses mostly through the 
Stair of the Virtues, painted on the North side and the Tree 
of Joshua and the Hymn, on the South side. Nowadays, 
the monastery is in the U.N.E.S.C.O. list. 


In the cemetery of the monastery lies a small stone church, 


whose patron saint is the Baptism of the Lord, built also by 
the Movilá brothers in 1581. 


The monastery Museum has a rich collection of medieval 


art objects: embroideries, miniatures, wooden sculptures, 
silverware. The most remarkable are the tomb coverings 
of Jeremiah and Simon Movilá. 


"The Ascension of the Holy Cross" Church in Volovát 
Founded by Stephen the Great during 1500-1502, the wall 


church has a rectangular plan and is divided into the 
narthex, nave and altar. The nave entrance is decorated 
with a stone border in Gothic style. The steeple was built 
of wood in 1856. In this church were married, in 1850, 
the priest Heraclius Porumbescu and Emilia Clodnitchi, 
Ciprian Porumbescus parents. 
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lands through the ethnographic collection made up by 
the school's students and teachers. 
Other Cultural Sights of Tourist Interest 
"Bucovina" House - museum in Putna 
Arranged in a wooden building from the late nineteenth 
century, the ethnographic exhibition reflects the interior 
of a traditional house and the occupations in the area. 
The exhibits include rustic and urban furniture, traditional 
fabrics, costumes, icons, household and pastoral items 
and a loom. 


The cell of the hermit Daniil Sihastru nearby Putna village 
According to tradition, the monk Daniil Sihastru lived 
here before the construction of the monastery, and then 
moved to Voronet, where he was buried. The extremely 
ascetic cell is in a rock under the hand carved church that 
has a narthex, nave and altar. 


The Furman Museum in Dornesti 
Founded by Radu Furman, the last Jew in the old 
Hadikfalva, the museum contains over 1,000 exhibits: 
household items, pastoral tools, coal irons, shoe lasts, 
military helmets with the royal blazon, leather military 
accessories, documents, books, medals and numismatic 
pieces. Here one can see the steam locomotive from 
1930. 


“George Muntean" House - museum in Bilca 
Representative for the Rádáuti ethnographic area, the 
house has the interiors traditionally decorated. One can 
see furniture, shelves, dish shelves, fabrics, and household 
items. The household items exposed in the shed and 
barn complement the traditional household from Bilca. 


“Vasile Eminovici” House in Cálinesti - Cuparencu, Serbduti 
common 
Itis a traditional wooden house, from the late nineteenth 


The Ethnographic Museum in Sucevita century, which shelters ethnographic objects and some 


Arranged within the school “Dimitrie Vatamaniuc’, the 
museum displays the old life of the inhabitants of these 


urban furniture items, along with a mini documentary 
exhibition related to the national poet Mihai Eminescu. 
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Traditional Occupations 


Main occupations — practiced since ancient times: animal 
farming (cattle, sheep, horses, goats, pigs, poultry), plant 
cultivation (oats, barley, rye, wheat, corn, beans, peas, 
beans, lentils, beets, potato, flax, hemp), fruit farming 
(apple, plum, cherry, cherry, walnut tress) and forestry 
(seasonally practiced in the mountainous region); 


Secondary occupations: 

- nature harvesting: plants for food (nettle, butter 
leaves, watercress, mushrooms); berries (strawberries, 
raspberries, blackberries, currants, rose hips, peanuts); 
plants used in folk medicine (basil, cumin, yarrow, hops, 
mint, chamomile, tutsan, shock, lime); 

- beekeeping: very important occupation in the Middle 
Ages, nowdays beekeepers are found in Serbáuti, 
Gránicesti, Grámesti, Zamostea etc, many of them 
practicing as well the pastoral beekeeping; 

- hunting: high-value hunting species (bear, fox, wolf, 
marten, deer, wild boar, quail, jays, mountain grouse, hen 
etc); 

- fishing: important fish species (broad snout, barbel, pike, 
grayling, chub, gudgeon, carp etc.). 


Traditional Crafts 


The processing of the textile fibers: 

e the spinning and the weaving: the linen, the hemp and 
the wool were spinned in thin and equal threads, from 
which there were made clothes and textile decorations 
for houses; the thicker threads were used for making 
bags, carpets, bed sheets, table cloths, kitchen towels; 
presently, well-known weavers are in Bilca, Gránicesti, 
Straja, Sucevita, Voievodeasa, Vicovu de Jos; 

- the sewing: this traditional technique is well preserved 
today as well, even though the sewing is done on canvas 
bought from the market and not on the ones from 
homemade linen or hemp; 

- overcoat-making: craft specialized from the 15^ century, 
characteristic to the localities around Rádáuti, consists of 
making clothes from "sumani"- sheep wool fabric, made 
in the mill, the short overcoat that reaches above the 
knees is still worn nowadays, hence the long mantle with 
a hood, that reaches the ankles, isn't worn anymore; 

- the vegetal painting: a largely practiced craft in the area, 
until the middle of the 20^ century, it consists of the 
preparation of vegetal paints (from juices extracted from 
root plants, rhizomes, strains, leafs, flowers) with which 
the linen, hemp and wool textile fibers were dyed; even 
though the vegetal paint was replaced by the chemical 


one, in the area there are still women who use the paint 
made out of plants; 


The wood manufacturing 
e canes weaving: the specialized craftsmen were weaving 
baskets and panniers for transport, baskets for cereals, 
baskets for corn, hives for bees, weaved canes fences; 
nowadays this craft is practiced intensively in Zamostea, 
Calafindesti, Gránicesti, Sucevita, Bilca; 
- furniture-making and carpentry: these craftsmen were 
building households and extra rooms, wooden churches, 
rustic technique installations, bridges and were making 
furniture, household use objects; in this area there was 
the tradition of embellishing the weaving forks, which 
were made, decorated and given by the boys to the girls 
during a gathering; 
barrel-making: well known in making barrels, these 
craftsmen were preparing as well tubs, cuffs and other 
more, used to store the liquids, cheese and the canned 
fruits; 
Wheal-making: practiced in this area until the middle 
of the 20^ century, this craft means executing the 
component parts of a cart and of some agricultural tools, 
the well wheels, mills etc.; 


Animal skin and fur processing 

- Fur-coat making: craft specialized since the Middle Ages, 
the prime material being the sheep skin; for applications 
and adorn of the traditional vests and fur-coats, skins 
and usual fur were used or something of superior quality 
(black lamb, polecat, marten); 

Old-sandals and boots making: the sandals, done in 
cow skin, were gradually replaced by men's boots and 
women’s galosh, made by the craftsmen in the area; 

- Belt-making: these craftsmen were making from cow's 
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skin the "chimir"- a wide traditional skin belt, horse 
harness, bridles, traditional horse whips; nowadays 
this craft is less practiced and it uses less traditional 
methods; 


Blacksmiths craft: practiced from old times, this craft 
means transforming the natural metal into agriculture 
tools, metal parts of some traditional transport means, 
household use objects; nowadays blacksmiths are 
less in number, respond to the local requests and use 
traditional means adapted to the modern times; 


Stone extraction and processing: a largely practiced 
craft in the old times, it means extracting the stone 
bricks from the pit and using it to partially or totally built 
churches, mansions, animal shelters or other household 
rooms, fences etc; 


Pottery-making: a craft which exists from the old times; 
pots, bowls, plates, jars, cups, vases and flower pots 
were made out of red, galvanized and colored ceramic, 
as well as from black ceramic; presently, a very well- 
known ceramics center is The Black Ceramic Center 
from Marginea, where one can see live the burning of 
the ceramic and the adorning process; 


Craftsmen 


Bilca common: 

Bilca — traditional folk costumes: Ciubotar Eufrosina, Crasnian 
lleana; wood carving: Stefan Coniac; baskets made of withes: 
Popescu Gheorghe; traditional sandals: Cirdei Mihai; belts 
makers: Craciun Ovidiu; egg dyeing: Cioatá Melania; 


Brodina common: 

Brodina — egg dyeing: Burlicá Lidia, Dorubet Maria, Halita 
Maria, Hudema Orestia, Juravle Doina, Pintescu Márioara, 
Popescu Valeria, Potolincá Elena, Schipor Paulina, Tcaciuc 
Elena, Torac Elena, Voloseniuc Mihaela, Zbercea Elena 
Hudema; 

Brodina de Jos — egg dyeing: Hariuc Victoria, Mehedeniuc 
Paraschiva; 

Ehreste — egg dyeing: Bodnar Silvia, Daneliuc Victoria, Lisciuc 
Ileana; 


Granicesti common: 

Gránicegti — weavings: Salar Viorica; embroidery: Chitan 
Margareta; artizanat: Lazurca Zenovia; macrame: Boicu 
Silvia; fur coat making: Chitan Susana, Lazurcá Aurora, 
Lazurcá Maria; 

Románesti — cottage industry: Racolciuc Domnica; 


The painting and dyeing of the eggs: the craft became 
along the passing of the time a real art and a consequence 
of the influence of the "Hutsuli; the dyeing of the eggs 
is made with a sort of brush on wax, and the painting is 
made with a brush and a nib; even though today they 
try to obtain natural colors, the majority of the painters 
use chemical colors from the market; well-known egg 
painters are in Bilca, Brodina, Ulma; 


Marginea common: 

Marginea — potery: Magopát Gheorghe, Magopát loan, 
Pascaniuc Arcadie, Pascaniuc Artemiza, Pascaniuc 
Dumitru, Pascaniuc lonel, Pascaniuc Marius, Pascaniuc 
Radu, Pascaniuc Toader; 


Straja common: 
Straja — traditional folk costumes: Hasna Reveca; wais 
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coat making: Morar lonel; wood carving: Popescu Vasile, 
Teleagá Dragos; dogărit. Carciu Vasile; 


Sucevita common: 

Sucevita — towels sewing: Bocicu Paraschiva, Cazac 
Elisabeta; wood carving: Albu Dimitrie, Isopescu Vasile, 
Pásáilá Gavril, Roteliuc Florin; withes baskets: Itcus lonel; 
stone carving: Mihalac Vasile; 

Voievodeasa — towels sewing: Senegeac Mărioara; woos 
carving: Sbiera Vasile; 


Ulma common: 

Ulma - egg dyeing: Bádálutá Cristina, Bălăceanu Silvia, 
Buraciuc Ecaterina, Cocerhan Maria, Gorban lon, Gorban 
Maria, Hotopilá Ileana; 


Vicovu de Jos common: 
Vicovu de Jos — towels sewing: lrinici Domnica; 


Voitinel: 
Voitinel — wooden spoon maker: Cioran Constantin. 


Traditional Customs 
Calendar traditions 


e New Year Customs 

Christmas — the tradition of the caroling on Christmas Eve 
(the 24^ of December) is followed by the children and then 
by group of youngsters; on the night of Christmas day, the 
grown-ups are caroling, occasion on which a family and 
friends ceremony is organized; 

The New Year — the sayings (the Plow) from New Year's 
Eve, done by the children, the youngsters and the adults, 
the traditional masks plays (people dressed as the Goats, 
The Bears, The Horse, The Gypsies, The Turks, The Old Men 
and the Old Women) and the popular theatre (the groups 
formed of the Outlaws, The Officers, The Emperors, The 
Generals) these being practiced along the winter holidays; 
in the morning of the New Year's first day (the 1* of January), 
the children follow the sowing and the“sorcova’ tradition by 


throwing wheat, barley and rye seeds in the village houses 
and addressing the people good wishes of health and 
prosperity; 

The Epiphany — there are traditions like the holy waters, the 
making of the ice cross, the sprinkling ofthe houses, animals 
and people with holy water, the callings and the noises 
made to banish the evil spirits; these are still practiced today. 


» Traditions along the year: 

— the spring fire, to ensure the fertility of the fields and gardens 
(called“Alexii” or this tradition is followed on the Easter night); 

— the Easter (the painting of the eggs, the preparing of the 
traditional meal, participating at the Holy Church Ceremony, 
the blessing of the Easter basket, the traditional meal, the 
chopping and the bells in the churches, the cracking of the 
painted eggs); 

— the adorning of the gates, doors and windows with green 
tree branches (on “Florii’- holiday celebrated one week 
before Easter, and on Saint George day - wicker branches 
with little buds called "mátisori" are used and on the Easter 
Sunday, linden branches are used); 

- the organizing of the gatherings during all seasons: during 
winter people gather to weave and meanwhile doing that, 
they use to sing, tell jokes, stories, anecdotes, play society 
games and even dance, if the boys played some musical 
instruments; in the working seasons gatherings were 
organized to work the land - the hoeing, the mowing, the 
tying of the straws, the collecting of the corn grains; 

- the organizing of the traditional round dance named hora 
on each Sunday and other holidays, nowadays this tradition 
being carried only at the village's religious celebration and 
only in certain regions; 

— the village celebration, when family and family friends 
gather and organize ceremonies in the village where the 
celebration takes place. 


Traditions along one’s life 


e The Birth — it comprises traditions destined to protect the 
newborn from the evil eye and from diseases, customs 
that appear at the baby's first bath, baptize, godfather 
and first bath traditions; six months after his birth, the 
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baby has his hair lock cut by the godfathers, occasion on 
which a ceremony is organized; 

The Wedding — has customs related to the proposal 
(ceremony with a celebration during which the dowry of the 
future weds is settled), the actual wedding (the groom goes 
to the brides house, the two youngsters ask for forgiveness 
from their parents, the bride is dressed, the religious ceremony 
takes place, the wedding meal, the exchange of gifts and the 
drinking of the“sweet cup; the brides veil is taken off and they 
go on their first walk together); 

The Funeral — the old ceremony comprises traditions related 
to the deceased' bath, the wake, the crying, the preparation 
of the dole, the actual burial, the feast; in the villages from 
this region the tradition of the remembrance of the lost one 
annually is still kept, when the family of the deceased one 


"cover the graves” with bread, boiled cereals named "coliva" 


and other types of food or drinks, which are then offered to 
the ones that are in the cemetery. 


Traditional Events 


The Literary Festival ‘Mihai Eminescu” — January, the 15", Serbáuti; 

The light of Christ in the soul of the child - Friday of the Holy Week, 
Bainet (Musenita); 

"Easter in Bucovina" - March, April or May, in all localities of area; 

“Flowers of May" Folk Celebration — May, laslovát; 

The Days of Calafindesti — June, Calafindesti; 

Columbine Folk Festival — June, Gránicesti; 

The descendents of the Movilesti, The Days of Sucevita — June, the 
29" Sucevita; 

“The Elm Leaf" Folk Festival — July, the 12", Ulma; 

“Stransura” Rustic Celebration — the day of St. Elias, Voitinel; 

The rustic round dance — July, Horodnic de Jos; 

The celebration day of Saint Mary — August, the 15", Bilca; 

The Village’ celebration — August, the 15", Dornesti; 

"The traditional round dance of Calafindesti" Festival - September, 
the 8", Calafindești; 

The Chops Festival — September, the 14", Sucevita; 

Stránsura — September, Horodnic de Jos; 

The Bands Festival — October, Calafindesti; 

The Householders’ Ball — October, the 26", Sucevita; 

Stránsurá de hram — November, the 8", Marginea; 

The Festival of Customs and Traditions “Deschide usa, crestine!” — 
December, Calafindesti; 

Winter customs and traditions — December, laslovát; 

‘Christmas in Bucovina" — December, in all the locailities from 
Rádáuti - Siret area; 

Concert of Carols — December, the 26", Marginea; 

"We started caroling" — December, the 27", Sucevita. 


Tourist Activities 


- Visits to all tourist sights and attractions in the area; 
- Pilgrimages to places of worship during religious holidays; 
- Participation in events and activities organized in the 


area; 

Mountain hikings: in Obcinile Bucovinei, favored by the trails 
from Sucevita, Bobeica, Putna; 

Horse ridings in the studs from Mitoc (Frátáutii Noi common) 
and Falcáu (Brodina common), branches of Rádáuti Stud; in 
Sucevita, within the Tourist Complex "Forest Ecvestru Park'and 
in Horodnic de Sus, within the Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Hanul Voievozilor”; 

Mountain bike and north bound walking, favored by the 
existing trails in Sucevita; 

Hunting, favored by the hunting funds in Bálcáuti, Brodina, 
Calafindesti, Frátáutii Vechi, Gálánesti, Grámesti, Horodnic 
de Sus, Izvoarele Sucevei, Marginea, Putna, Sucevita, Ulma, 
Voitinel, Zamostea; 

Fishing, practiced especially on Siret and Suceava Rivers, as 
well as in the lake from Serbáuti and the pond from Zvoristea; 
Leisure and spa in Sucevita, within the Leisure center from 
the Tourist Complex“Popas Turistic Bucovina”; 

Horse riding, cycling, swimming and other sports activities 
(folball, tennis, basketball), carriage rides or sleigh rides, taking 
part in some household activities (the hay harvest, milking of 
the cows or sheep, gardening etc), picnics or peasant meals, 
spending evenings around campfires or cuisine tasting of the 
specific products within the peasant gastronomy in some 
accommodation structures in the area. 


Tourist Accommodation 
and Public Food Service 


Comuna Galanesti 
Gálánesti — Rooms for rental “Kora”, 2 stars; 


Comuna Horodnic de Jos 
Horodnic de Jos — Rooms for rental "Loredor", 2 stars; 


Comuna Horodnic de Sus 

Horodnic de Sus — Tourist Cottage "Hanul Voievozilor", 3 
stars; Tourist Cottage “Kaiser Alee", 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) "Valea Pinilor", 2 flowers; 


Comuna Putna 

Putna — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Musatinii", 4 stars; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Putna Dorina", 4 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) “Cerbul”, 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) "Elena", 3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Miorița”, 3 flowers; Cabană turistică “Poiana Putna”, 3 
stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Aga", 2 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Wilhelmina", 2 flowers; 

Gura Putnei — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Mădălina”, 4 stars; 


Comuna Sucevita 

Sucevita — Tourist Complex "Popas Turistic Bucovina", 4 
stars; Hotel "Sofia", 4 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Buchenland”, 4 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Daiana”, 
4 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Forest Ecvestru", 4 
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flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Montana", 4 flowers; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Memory", 4 and 3 flowers; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Alunis”, 3 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Avram", 3 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Casa Mircea", 3 flowers; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) “Casa Rares”, 3 flowers; Tourist Cottage 
“Cetinita”, 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Cristal”, 
3 and 2 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Edidor", 3 
flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Fagilor", 3 flowers; 
Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Paltinu", 3 flowers; Camere 
de inchiriat “Poiana Márului", 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse 


(Pension) “Poiana de Vis", 3 flowers; Tourist Villa “Ramona”, 
3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Sonet de Munte”, 
3 stars; Tourist Villa "Arcadia", 3 stars; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) "Andrew", 2 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Casa Bársan", 2 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Casa 
Cristi”, 2 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Casa Domnitei", 
2 flowers; Rural Guesthouse “Casa Felicia", 2 flowers; 
Rooms for rental "Casa Felicia", 2 stars; Hostel "Dagida", 2 
stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Letitia", 2 stars; Tourist 
Guesthouse (Pension) "Romantic", 2 flowers; 
Voievodeasa —"Voievod" Hotel- 4 stars, bungalow - 2 stars. 
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Falticeni settlements: scattered type of villages, 
dissipated along the rivers 

Documentary attestation: the period from 1329 (Baia) - 
1844 (Hartop) 

Population: ethnical and religious “mosaic”: Romanians, 
Russian-Lipovens, Germans and Gypsies of Orthodox 
religion, Roman-Catholic, Pentecost, Adventist, Baptist, 
Old Christians, Evangelist religion 


Traditional architecture: 


— wooden households, with rooms to shelter the animals and 
to store the hay or with harvest and agriculture tools storage; 
— the households were built in wood, some of them having 
a flowery verandah (using the fretwork technique). 


Architectural Monuments 


“St. George” Church (The White Church) from Baia 
Attributed according to the tradition to Stephen the 
Great, the church was founded in 1467, perhaps in 
memory of the victory obtained here against Hungary. It 
has a rectangular plan, with apses included in the wall's 
ickness. The present condition of the church is due to 
e restoration from 1906-1915. 
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“The Assumption” Church in Baia 

Founded by Petru Rares in 1532 on the site of an older 
church, the church was painted in 1535. On the south 
wall fragments of the Siege of Constantinople and other 
scenes are still preserved. Inside, in the nave, the votive 
painting depicts Petru Rares with Elena, his wife and one 
of his sons. 


“St. George” Church (The White Church) from Baia 
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“The Assumption and Saint Spiridon" Wooden Church in 


Drăguşeni 

Situated in the village cemetery, the church was built 
in 1780. Built of oak beams, carved and joined in the 
“double lock loop” style, it has a shingle roof. The church 
has a rectangular plan, with the pentagonal apse of the 
altar unhooked and the porch closed on the south-west 
side and a bell tower. 


“Saint Nicholas" Wooden Church from Forásti 


Situated in the village cemetery, the church was built 
in 1766 from oak beams, joined in the “dovetail” style 
and covered with shingles. It has a triconch plan with 
pentagonal apse and the porch on the south-west side 
and a bell tower. 


Rasca Monastery 
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“Saint Mercury and Saint Ecaterina” Wooden Church 


from Rádáseni 

Situated in the village cemetery, the church was built in 
the 17" century and it was subject to several preservation 
and renovation works. Supported by an oak base, with 
walls made of fir tree carved beams and joined in circle 
and with a shingles roof, the church was firstly painted in 
1875. 


Râșca Monastery in the locality bearing the same name 


Built by Petru Rares in 1542, the church has thick stone 
walls of approx. 1 m, placed on a high foundation of 1, 
30 m. From the original painting on the nave the votive 
painting is kept, depicting Petru Rares, together with 
Elena, his wife, Stefan Rares and two sons. On the exterior, 
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the painting is preserved on the south wall of the nave 
and narthex. Here Mihail Kogalniceanu was closed in 
1844 because of his political ideas. 


Other Cultural Sights of Tourist Interest 


Slatioara Monastery, in the locality bearing the same name 
Built in 1947 in Slátioara, the wooden church chapel 
celebrating the Transfiguration is one of the most 
important old rite churches from Suceava. The initial 
building was elongated, it had a middle hall, hermitages 


on both sides and at its end there was the chapel. During 
1978-1982 the reconstruction of the church was made 
by demolishing the hermitages and enlarging the 
church. Presently, Slátioara monastery is the center of the 
Orthodox Metropolitan Church of Old Rite from Romania. 


Slatina Monastery, in the locality bearing the same name 
Founded by Alexandru Lápusneanu during 1553- 
1558, the church celebrates the Transfiguration. From 
an architectural point of view, the plan of the church is 
almost the same as the church from Bistrița, the difference 
being the lateral apses which in Slatina are included in 
the wall's thickness (over 1 m), having a stone foundation 
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of 1,80 m heigh. The church is painted in Byzantine style. 
Here are the tombs of Alexander Lăpuşneanu, his wife 
Ruxandra and his two daughters Teofana and Teodora. 

The Lordly Palace, located in the south of the church was 
built after 1558, along with the towers and the defense 
walls. The original shape is kept and accommodates the 
monastery museum which exhibits manuscripts, old 
books, icons, objects of worship. 


Cămârzani Monastery from the locality bearing the same 
name, from Vadu Moldovei 
Initially a chrism church built in 1863 by the boyar 
Emanoil Morțun, hermitage after the Second World War 


and a parish in 1959, it became a nuns monastery in 1992. 
Built in bricks, the church with monumental proportions 
has a rectangular plan and a tower with a pyramid shape. 
It is painted in the interior and decorated at the exterior 
with galvanized discs, red brick and painted niches. 

The museum of the monastery houses archeological, 
ethnographical and numismatic collections, wooden 
icons, religious objects, books and liturgical garments, 
and also a library. 


The History and Ethnography Museum in Baia 
Founded in 1998 by local initiative, the museum contains 
pieces of archeology and an ethnographic collection, arranged 
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in two rooms, in which stand the loom, the traditional folk 
costumes and wooden objects, specific to the region. 


The Museum of Petru Rares’ foundations in Rásca 
Opened in 2009, the museum is arranged in a wooden 
house, built specially for this purpose. One of the rooms is 
designed to the medieval history with emphasis on Petru 
Rares’ foundations, while the second presents costumes, 
ceramic tools, the loom, the mill stone, a traditional 


stove. The porch is reserved to wood manufacturing, the 
specific itmes including saws, bench joinery and wooden 
pieces. 


The Ethnographic Museum from Cornu Luncii 
Arranged in the village’s school, the museum contains 
an impressive collection of ethnographic items that 
presents the living standards of the inhabitants of these 
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lands (traditional furniture, and household tools, textiles, 
costumes etc.). 


“Nicolae Labis" Memorial House in Mălini 


Opened in 1975, the memorial house is arranged in a 
house in the village's center, which belonged to the poet's 
parents and where he lived for a short time in his life. The 
main exhibition and memorial spaces arranged in four 
rooms, reconstruct through original objects (furniture, 
manuscripts, photographs, documents, princeps editions 
etc) the atmosphere in which the poet, who died at the 
age of 21, lived and created. 


Traditional Occupations 


Main occupations - practiced since ancient times: animal 
keeping (cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry); cultivation of plants 
(corn, potato, wheat, rye, barley, sugar beet etc.) and fruit 
farming (apple tree, pear tree, plum tree, cherry tree, 
walnut tree, raspberry, blueberry and even vines); 


Secondery occupation: 

- forestry, practiced seasonally, in the mountain region; 

- hunting: bear, wolf, lynx, marten, fox, wild boar, deer, 
rabbit etc; 

+ fishing: trout, barbel, chub, minnow, gudgeon, snout etc.; 

beekeeping: considerated in the pastas anoble occupation 
is still practiced today, but in modern conditions. 


Traditional Crafts 


Spinning and weaving: the flax, the hemp and the wool 
were spun into fine equal threads used in order to make 
clothes and interior decoration textile, while thicker yarn 
were used when making bags, rags, sheets, tablecloths, 
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kitchen towels; nowadays weaving is still practiced in 
Bogdánesti; 


Wood processing: 

- carpentry: carpenter craftsmen built houses and 
household annexes, the most skilled were specialist in 
the construction of churches, inns, bridges and gates; 
nowadays the craft is almost gone; 

- barrel making: well known for the manufacture of staves 
vessels, the hoopers made barrels, tubs, wooden pails 
etc, for liquids, cheese and fruit storage; nowadays the 
craft is practiced in Baia and Rásca; 

- furniture making: carpenter craftsmen used to make the 
main objects from a household, tools, means of transport, 
household furniture: the appearance of semi-industrial 
products and serial furniture determined nowadays the 


visible decline of this craft; in Bogdánesti and Rásca there 
are still some craftsmen specialized in handicrafts and 
wood carving. 


Craftsmen 


Baia common: 


Baia — carpentry: Iftimie Mihai, Mandache Mihai, Timofte 


Costicá; 


Bogdánesti common: 


Bogdánesti — weavings: Preutu loana; wood carving: Solcan 


Gheorghe Vasile; 


Forásti common: 
Forásti — potery: Dascălu Aurel; 


Rásca common: 


Rásca — carpentry: Butnaru lonel; wood carving: Iftimescu 


Emil; wood craftsmen: Bacal Gheorghe. 
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Traditional Customs 
Calendar traditions 


Winter holidays traditions 

During the 24^ of December and the 7^ of January, the 
winter holidays traditions are preceded, similar to the other 
regions, by the 40 Days of Christmas Fasting. The tradition 
of the caroling, done in the Eve of God's Birth, is followed by 
the New Year traditions: the sayings (The Plow, The Drum, 
the traditional type of instrument named "Buhai^), the masks 
plays (The Goats well known in Málini, Boroaia, Dráguseni; 
The Horses - in Dolhesti; The Bears — in Boroaia, Dráguseni, 
Lámáseni, Miháiesti, Rasca); the theatre outlaw plays (The 
group of Jianu, Bujor, Gruia, Darie). After the tradition of the 
sowing on the 1* of January, there follows The Epiphany, 
with a procession of the waters blessing, the ice cross, the 
sprinkling of the households, orchards, animals and people 
with holy water - “aghiasma’, noises and sounds and the 
ritual fires lit to banish the bad spirits. 


Traditions along the year 

Next to the traditions that take place along the year (dances, 
gatherings, religious celebrations) there are customs related 
to certain seasons or fixed dates, being in strong connection 
with the traditional activities and the religious celebrations: 
the 40 Martyrs (on the 9^ of March, considered the New 
Agricultural Year), Alexiile (on the 17 of March, considered 
The New Apian Year), Saint George (on the 23" of April, The 
New Pastoral Year), Faster (the painting of the eggs, the 
traditional meal, the participation at the religious church 
ceremony, the blessing of the Easter basket, the festive meal, 
the chopping and bells sound at the church, the breaking of 
the eggs, the getting wet on the second day of Faster, the 
village ball), Whitsuntide (celebrated 50 days after Faster), 
Saint Mary (on the 15^ of August), Saint Mary (on the 8" of 
September ), The Cross Day (on the 14^ of September). 


Rituals along one’s life 


The Birth — similar to those from Suceava county, but 
having some particularities, the rituals related to birth 
comprise several customs destined to protect the newborn 
from the evil eye and diseases, baptize and godfather 
rituals, bath customs, and some related to the godfathers 
and the cutting of the hair lock; 

The Wedding - the ceremony includes several main 
moments as the proposal, the engagement, the actual 
wedding (the dressing of the bride, the coming of the 
groom at the brides house, the asking for forgiveness of 
the bride and groom, the religious ceremony, the wedding 
meal and the dance, the taking off of the bride's veil) 
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and another ceremony after the wedding, where the 
godfathers are the special guests; 

The Funeral - a ceremony which takes 3 to 4 days, it 
comprises the following main moments: the bath (the 
ritual purification bath), the wake, the crying, the preparing 
of the dole, the decoration of the funeral tree, the funeral 
procession and the actual burial; 40 days, six months 
and annually, until seven years from the burial a series of 
remembrance ceremonies and feasts to honor the lost one 
are done. 


Traditional Events 


“Easter in Bucovina" — March, April or May, in all localities in 


Falticeni area; 


The Day of Bogdănești common — Pentecost Sunday, 


Bogdánesti; 


The Feast of Mălini — first Sunday in June, Malini; 
"Baia, history pages" — the 15* of August, Baia; 
The Round Dance from Forásti — the third Sunday in August, 


Forásti; 


The Round Dance from Bunesti — August, Bunesti; 
The National Festival of Poetry "Nicolae Labis" — October, 


Malini; 


“Christmas in Bucovina” — December, in all localities in 


Fálticeni area; 


Winter Customs — December, Dráguseni; 
The Festival "Tradition" — the 31** of December, Malini. 


Tourists Activities 


- Visits to all tourist sites and attractions in the area; 

- Pilgrimages to places of worship during religious holidays; 
- Participation in events and activities organized in the 
area; 

Hunting, on the hunting funds from Rásca and Malini; 


ANTHROPOGENIC LANDSCAPE ; FALTICENI AREA 


Rural settlements 


Fishing, in all steam rivers and lakes, ponds and from 
Camarzani, Ciumulesti, Dráguseni, Forásti, Horodniceni, 
loneasa, Pocoleni, Rádáseni, Vadu Moldovei; 

Málini ski slope, with a medium degree of difficulty and a 
teleski: 

Horse riding, cycling, swimming and other sports activities 
(football, tennis, basketball), carriage rides or sleigh rides, 
taking part in some household activities (the hay harvest, 
milking of the cows or sheep, gardening etc), picnics or 
peasant meals, spending evenings around campfires or 
cuisine tasting of the specific products within the peasant 
gastronomy in some accommodation structures in 
Fálticeni area. 


Tourist Accommodation 
and Public Food Service 


Dráguseni common 
Drăguşeni — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Hanul Drăguşeni”, 


3 flowers; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Holiday", 2 flowers; 


Fantana Mare common 
Spatdresti — Rural Guesthouse "Luciano", 3 flowers; Tourist 


Guesthouse (Pension) "Stibina", 3 flowers; "Stibina" 
Camping, 2 stars; 


Málini common 
Malini — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Pdstrávária Poiana”, 4 


flowers; 


Váleni-Stánisoara — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) "Nedeia", 5 


5" 


flowers; Tourist Stop "La Filutá", 4 stars; Tourist Guesthouse 
(Pension) “Bucovina”, 4 stars; Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) 
“Stanisoara”, 3 stars; 


Vadu Moldovei common 
Vadu Moldovei — Tourist Guesthouse (Pension) “Popas Vadu - 


Route 85”, 4 flowers. 
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